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Nucleus of Special Libraries in 
Renascent India: Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Research 


and its National Laboratories 
H, N. RANGACHAR 


Indian National Scientific Documentation Centre, formerly Senior 
Librarian, Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, New Delhi 


The author traces the genesis of the C.S.I.R. in 
new India and its various national laboratories 
spread throughout the length and breadth of the 
country and the special libraries of an advanced 
character being built up gradually round them, 


After the attainment of independance, India has diverted its 
attention to diverse nation-building activities the first step of which is its 
“systematic and planned attempt to apply science and technology to the 
growth and development of India’s national industries’. A chain of 
national laboratories equipped in every way has come into being. . The 
capital expenditure of these laboratories is Rs. 58,500,000/- while the recurr- 
ing annual expenditure is Rs. 17,000,000/-, There are 1500 trained 
technical persons working in these laboratories. 
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Scientific Research in India had not received the attention of the 
then Government of India as it should until the establishment of the Board 
of Scientific and Industrial Research in 1940, which was then intended to 
advise the Government ‘ as to the lines on which Industrial Research should 
be conducted and the channels into which it should be guided in order to 
serve the object of ensuring the co-ordinated development of Indian indus- 
tries, particularly of those the importance and possibilities of which have 
been prominently brought into the forefront as a result of the conditions 
created by the war’. The Board of Scientific and Industrial Research 
although mainly occupied with the solution of urgent problems relating to 
the war effort, devoted attention to the organisation of Scientific Research. 
The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research was established in the 
year 1942 with wider functions including ‘the promotion, guidance and 
co-ordination of Scientific and Industrial Research in India including the 
financing of specific researches and the establishment, maintenance and 
management of laboratories, workshops, institutes" and organizations to 
further scientific and industrial research”. Facilities for Research in 
specified fields were lacking and facilities were needed to be expanded in 
certain fields in which they were inadequate, Having realised these necessi- 
ties proposals for the establishment of five national laboratories, namely 
the National Physical Laboratory, National Chemical Laboratory, National 
Metallurgical Laboratory, Fuel Research Institute and Glass and Ceramic 
Research Institute, were put forward. The National Government of India 
recognised the valuable work of the Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research and announced a grant of Rs. One Crore ‘'towards the capital 
expenditure on a chain of Research Institutes’. Private enterprise 
supported Industrial Research and munificient donations were received for 
the establishment of the Nationa] Laboratories. 

The Industsial Research planning C »mmittee which was set up in 
1944 “‘to report on steps for the planning of Scientific and Industrial 
Research in post-war India’’ welcomed the proposals of the Council for the 
establishment of five National Laboratories and recommended in addition 
for the setting up of specialised laboratories for Food, Technology, Drug 
Research, Building and Roads, Leather and Tanning, Electrochemistry 
and gils and Paints. 

The programmes chalked out by the Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research became fruitful after India attained her independant 
status. It is only now Science received the place due to it in New India 
when the Government of India created a Department of Scientific Research 
under the direct charge of the Prime Minister: 

The year 1950 is to be written in gold letters in the history of 
Special libraries in India. 
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The opening of the National Chemical Laboratory (N:C.L.) at 
Poona is the first in ihe chain of national laboratories planned by the 
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (C.S.I.R.) and is a landmark 
in the history of scientific development in India. This laboratory was 
opened by the Prime Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru on the 3rd January 1950. 
The Laboratory is equipped for research in both pure and applied chemis- 
try and functions through eight divisions, viz., Organic Chemistry, Bio- 
chemistry, Chemical Engineering, Plastics and High Polymers. Inorganic 
Chemistry, Physical Chemistry, Standardisation of Chemicals and Survey 
and Information. An up-to-date library rich in all these chemical subjects 
is being gradually built up comprising of most important books and mono- 
graphs and specialised journals. Thus the foundation for a special library 
on chemistry and chemical technology has been well laid, 

The National Physical Laboratory of India (N.P.L.) located in 
New Delhi is the second in the cnain to be declared open by the then 
Deputy Prime Minister of India, Sardar Vallabhai Patel on January 2\st 
1950, The main functions of the laboratory relate to the maintenance of 
standards in all branches of Physical Science where precision of measure- 
ments is required Thewcrk of the laboratory functions through the 
following 9 main divisions, viz., Weights and Measures, Applied Mechanics 
and Materials, Heat & Power, Optics. Electricity, Electronics and Sound, 
Industrial Physics, Hydraulic Research and Analytical Chemistry, The 
Indian National Scientific Documentation Centre (INSDOC) started in 
1952, a joint project of the Govt. of India and the UNESCO is located in 
the N.P.L. buildings under the administrative control of the Director of 
this laboratory. A centre of this type international in character is a long 
felt need in India rapidly growing in scientific research and activity, A 
centre of this type needs a very well equipped. technical library for 
its proper function and service to the scientific men of our country, The 
N.P.L. Insdoc Library is an up-to-date Library gradually being equipped 
with most of the important current and back volumes of periodicals includ- 
ing those of the Indian origin. Indeed the proposed All India Medical 
Institute Library, the NPL/INSDOC Library and the I.A.R,I. Library are 
to form a nucleus of the National Science Library of India. 

The third in the-chain of India’s national laboratories, the National 
Fuel Research Institute (FRI) at Digwadih, Bihar, was declared open by the 
President of India Dr. Prasad on the 22nd April 1950, The work of the 
Institute is to be carried out in six main divisions, viz., Coal Survey and 
General Analysis, Carbonization and bi-products, Liquid Fuel (including 
Hydrogenation of Coal. Synthetic fuels, Petroleum and substitutes), Physics 
(including x-ray studies and spectroscopy), Gaseous Fuels (including gasi- 
fication), and Engineering (including preparation of coal for the market, 
coal washing, boiler plant, Combustion Engineering etc). In addition 
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there will be six regional Coal Survey Stations under the control of this 
Institute to conduct Physical and Chemical survey of coals. We kave 
now a special library in Fuel Technology enabling research and reference on 
all aspects of this technology and allied fields. 


The Central Glass and Ceramic Research Institute (CGCRI) 
Calcutta is the 4th in the chain of National Laboratories and was opened 
on the 26th August 1950 by the Prime Minister of West Bengal, Dr. B.C. 
Roy, The subjects of study at the Institute include Glass, Pottery, 
Porcelain, Enamels, Glazes, Abrasives and refractories: Its function will 
be to conduct fundamental research having a bearing on different aspects 
of giass and ceramics, testing and standardisation of raw materials and 
finished products and dissemination of Technical Information, An up-to-date 

library on Glass and Ceramic Technology has come into being. 

The 5th Laboratory in this chain is the Central Food Technological 
Research Institute at Mysore (CFTRI) declared open on 21st October 1950 
by the then Governor General of India, C. Rajagopalachari. The functions 
of this Institute include 1) development of improved methods of storage, 
refrigeration, freezing, gas storage. dehydration, canning etc., study of 
biochemical and microbiological changes accompanying spoilage reclamation 
and utilisation of infested or otherwise affected food materials; (2) process- 
ing of foodstuffs with a view to a) facilitating their ready usage, and b) 
improving their keeping quality etc, 3) study of new and unfamiliar sources 
of food materials and processing of new materials to render them suitable 
for human consumption; emergency foods etc., survey of potential food 
resources in different regions; (4) production of concentrated foods, vitamins 
etc. (5) dietectics; (6) study of problems relating to food industries; (7) 
food sanitation; (8) food adulteration, development of new methods of det- 
ection and quality control and (9) food information and dissemination through 
bulletins and reports. The main divisions of the laboratory are: Bioche- 
mistry and Nutrition, Storage and Preservation, Quality Control, Microbio- 
logy and Sanitation, Engineering, Information and Statistics. A division of 
Dietectics and a section for food containers is also being organised. The 
library caters for those interested on all aspects of food technology and 
allied fields and is being equipped with the latest literature on this subject. 
The National Metallurgical Laboratory (NML) located at Jamshedpnr 
1s the 6th in the chain, to be declared open by the Prime Minister during 
1950. The main function of the laboratory will be to serve as a research 
centre for extending the science and application of metallurgy. Provision 
has been made in the laboratory for statistical studies, chemical analysis, 
metallography, Physical Chemistry and Physics. The Laboratory consists 
of a three-storied main building with a floor area ot about 50,000 sq. ft. 
The technological Jaboratory is housed in a separate building. The. labora- 
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tory is well-equipped for carrying out fundamantal and applied research 
in both ferrous and nonferrous metallurgy. A well equipped library in the 
technology of Metallurgy has thus come into being. 


The seventh laboratory in the chain is 
the Central Drug Research Institute (CDRI) 
at Lucknow. This laboratory under the 
C.S.1R. was declared open by the Prime 
Minister of India on 17th February 195}. 
It is located in the historic Chattar Manzil 
Palace, The Institute is having the 
following main divisions ; Chemistry, Bio- 
chemistry, Pharmacology, Microbiology and 
Parasitology, and Clinical Science. A sixth 
division Botany including Pharmacognosy 
is to be added shortly in the near future, 
The Institute will also have an intelligence 
and Statistics section, a workshop and a 
museum. An up-to-date Drugs Library is 
an essential branch of this Institute. 


H, N. Rangachar The Central Road Research Institute 
(CRRI) at Delhi, the 8th national laboratory was declared open by the 
Prime Minister again on the 16th July 1952. Mr. Nehru remarked “our 
laboratories are a symbol of the Ncw India and the foundation of our 
progress and prosperity.”” Nodoubt this is foundation of our progress 
in the field of special libraries of India. The work of this Institute is 
carried out and organised under the following Divisions: - Soils; Flexible 
pavements (Bitnuinons materials); Rigid pavements (mineral materials); 
Roads; Traffic Engineering & Economic Research. A library rich in Roads 
Engineering literature is established and rapidly growing here. 

The Central Electro-chemical Research Institute (CECRI) at 
Karaikud; was declared open by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, the Vice President 
of India on the 14th January, 1953, This may be called the 9th in the 
chain of National Laboratories established under the C.S,I.R. The use of 
Electricity for bringing about chemical changes had overcased enermously 
during recent years, The Electro-chemical reactions had replaced the 
orthodox techniques. There is an immense scope for developing new 
electro chemical industries in India with the availability of large blocks of 
cheap electric power from multi-purpose and hydro-electric projects now 
being completed. The main function of the Institute will be to work out 
details of iechniques and instal pilot plants to demonstrate their practi- 
cability and workings. Electrometallurgy presented an almost virgin field 
but besides production of steel and steel alleys it has been possible to 
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produce metals like Manganese, Lithium, etc, by the help of electricity. 
The Institute would also be a centre of research for Heavy Water: This 
Institute is one of the Laboratories to further the use of electricity intended 
for increased industrial: production. 


While developments of far-reaching character had taken place in 


other parts of the world, the use of electro-chemical methods in India was 
only in initial stages and even the - production of Chlorine, Caustic.-Soda 
and Aluminium was-only started during and just after World Wag®11. 
There is an immense scope for developing now electro-chemical industries 
in India. A Library to cater to the needs of the workers of the Institute 
has no doubt been established. 

The Central Leather Research Institute (CLRI) at Madras, the 
10th in the chain was declared open by Mr. Krishnamchari, the Union 
Minister of Commerce and Industry on 15th January, 1953. The leather 
imported from India at present mainly consists of high vegetable tanned 
leather which is finished in the important countries for the manufacture cf 
leather goods. The annual export of raw goat skins amounts to about 
7 crores of Rupees, A large part of the skins is suitable for the manu- 
facture of glazed-kid leather, an item not yet produed in the country on a 
reasonable scale. In order to retain the Indian export market and to build 
up the industry to suit modern requirements the emperical practices 
prevalent, so far have to be modified to bring them in line with those in 
Scientific methods. It is to meet this need that C.L.R.I. has been esta- 
blished, 

The problems receiving attention in the Institute are :- Substitutes 
for water bark, development of chrome, aluminium and iron tanning agents, 
adaptation of Eurepean practices for the manufacture of glazed kids, box 
sides, sole leather etc., to suit Indian conditions, normal salting of E.I. kips 
with a view to laying down standards and preventing adulteration. Another 
important problem requiring attention is the quality of leather produced 
from the hides of ‘‘fallen’’ animals, 

-The Institute consists of tannery block and the administrative 
block, Provision has also been made for pilot-plant work, An up-to-date 


library in leather technology is being developed here to further research in 
the subject, 


The Central Building Researcn Institute (CBRI) at Roorkee the 
‘ith in the chain was declared open by Maulana Azad, the Union 
Education Minister on 12th April, 1953. The Institute will pay special 
attention to problems like factors governing comfort and efficiency under 
tropical conditions, study of soil stabilisation, use of indigeneous material, 
utilisation of industrial wastes, construction of houses for persons of low 
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income on an extensive scale etc. An information centre has been set up 
at the Institute for the collection of the information on foreign building 
practices and results from various Institutes and Universities, in the 
country, and distribute the collected date to interested persons in India. 
There is an up-to-date library in Building technology, the capital expendi- 
ture of the Institute being 21 lakhs and the recurring annual expenditure 
about 5 lakhs of Rupees. 


Central Salt Research Institute (CSR1) at Bhavanagar is the 12th 
inthe chain. It was declared open by the Prime Minister on the 
10th April, 1954. The main function of the Institute will be to work out 
methods for the improvement of the quality of salts and to increase salt 
production, The sources of salt, such as, sea and lake brines contain 
besides salt, other important chemicals. It is the function of the Institute 
to conduct research on the recovery of bi-products!so as to utilise them 
for the manufacture of other industrially useful chemicals, 


The work of the Institute is being carried out in 3 Divisions: 
Inorganic & Physical chemistry, and the division of chemical engineering. 
The Institute has a well equipped library and research information service, 
a museum and a workshop. A salt farm will be established at the 
technical guidance of the Institute. 

Two more research institutes are to be set up in the period of the 
5 years plan, the Radio & Electronics Research Institute at Pilani and the 
Mechanical Engineering Research Institute. The former has already started 
functioning. 

The C.S LR. at its headquarters has built mp a unique library 
serving as a clearing house of information on raw materials of India and 
the industrial products, attached to its Publication Division, newly “formed, 
in the year 1952. Besides publishing several scientific monographs, tbis 
division has been compiling a dictionary of Economic products and 
industrial resources of India called the ‘‘Wealth of India’, a very useful 
and well-decumented compendium of raw materials and mineral resources 
of our.country. Another series entitled ‘Industrial Products of India’ is 
also being published. The publication is to run to 8 vols, 

The establishment of these national laboratories under CSIR, the 
premier scientific body of our country, in this period of the revival of the 
past glory of India has opened up a new chapter in the history of the 
special librarianship and scientific documentation in India. Renascent 
India is new in a fitting position to take its due share in International 
Documentation. 








References :- 
J.S.LR. 11A, 1952; 334. ibid 10A, 1951: 139, 6. ibid 9A, 1950: 78, 
188, 354, 110, 439 ibid 12A, 1953: 73, 75, 87, 212 J. Sci. Club 8, 
1954/55; 140. 
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The Library Stack Room 


A.B. SEN GUPTA, 
National Library, Calcutta. 





Some people are apt to think in respect 
ofa Library that once a book has been 
acquired, processed and placed on the shelf, 
its importance as an object worthy of future 
consideration is past. The fact is, however, 
otherwise for, it is only after the book 
reaches, the shelf that it becomes a living 
product of the Librarjan’s skill and ingenuity. 
It is the expeditious and widespread circu- 
lation of the Library’s collections that really 
justifies the existence of the Library and the 
expenditure on its maintenance. The services 
which the Library renders to all users of the 
collections no doubt, therefore, depend large- 
ly on the functioning of what is called the 
Stack Room. A. B, Sen Gupta 


These bookstacks, as thev are otherwise referred to, are systems 
of construction for scientific and efficient storage of books, magazines and 
newspapers (bound or unbound), microfilms, and other records of know- 
ledge and for the circulation of this material. It falls on the Stack Room 
staff, therefore, to ensure the widest possible use of the collections, consis- 
tent with their security, They have to be alive to the necessity for 
maintenance of good physical condition and the orderly arrangement of 
material in the bookstacks, The Stack Room is not thus a mere central 
storehouse for the care and preservation of printed material. It is some- 
thing much more, It must be administered in such a manner as to make 
its contents promptly and readily available to the readers. 

There isa tendency in modern Library planning that a high 
percentage of the books will not be in closed access Stack Reom, but 
should be made available to readers on the open shelves. But, such 
trends in Library architecture are slow in imerging because, being 
permanent structures, buildings are not easily er quickly alterable to such 
changed ideas. There should always be the great storehouses of books 
which are better shelved in stacks, especially in Libraries with collections 
of substantial size. In such a Stack Room, it is very necessary that shelf 
work should be organised under a single administrative head. 

The arrangement of the books on the shelves is important in 
making books readily available to the readers and the staff. Such arrange- 
ment should be based on either of these considerations; i) Each book has 
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its permanent location in some paticular spot on some particular shelf; or 
ii) Each book has a location relative to the rest of the books according to 
the classification system in use. In most Libraries, however, books are 
placed in a sequence based on classification. In a large Library, oversize 
volumes, bound newspapers, rare books, maps, atlases, pamphlets etc,, 
present difficult problems in shelving, Often they have to be transferred 
from their classified order and stacked in different areas. But, whatever 
the arrangement may be, it is very necessary that the classified collections 
in the Stack Room should be examined or read at intervals in order that 
errors in shelving may be rectified: The reading of shelves is the method 
by which books are kept in correct order, A book misplaced or incorrectly 
labelled is as good as lost. In order to read shelves quickly and accurately, 
one should be familiar with the classification table in use and the fact that 
each book has a unique call number - one that distinguishes it from every 
other volume in the Library, Shelf reading is, therefore, of primary 
importance in maintaining the serviceable state of the collections, 


The organization of the stack service ina large Library is a diffi- 

cult task, The personnel working in the Stack Room of such a Library 
may be broadly divided into the following categories : 
i) supervisory unit, ii) issue or supply unit, and iii; maintenance unit, 
There will be the Chief ot the Stack Room who is responsible for the 
maintenance of the general collections including special collections, If any 
maintenance of the general service to the readers, and administrative 
operations of his Division. He maintains the care and custody of the 
collections, recommends policies, plans and develops procedures; and takes 
other necessary steps designed to promote a more effective custody of the 
collections and a more efficient service, The Chief may be assisted by 
such respensible officers as Stack Inspectors, who will direct and supervise 
the activities of the attendants including their training and assignment etc. 
They will also direct search for missing volumes, the shelf reading of the 
collections and perform miscellaneous tasks. The administrative work in 
the department may be attended to by the ministerial staff attached to it. 
This will include maintenance of records of the Division’s work, mainten- 
ance of personnel records, compilation of statistics, disposal of leave appli- 
cations, issue of notices to staff members, dealing with correspondence, 
and so on. 

The attendants attached to the issue unit will answer requests for 
books. The answering of calls for material in the Stack Room is their 
first duty. Since this is a very important job, they are required to 
exercise considerable discretion while attending to the different classes of 
requisition slips which they receive. When a reader fails to write the call 
number on his slip, the attendant should supply it from the Catalogues, 
when possible. If an incorrect call number has been given by a reader, the 
attendant will change the call number on the requisition slip, whenever 
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possible, to conform with the cne assigned to the book. 

The assignment of attendants according to time and place is the 
principal purpose of scheduling. A careful study of circulation peaks is the 
only way to determine the number of attendants who should be on duty at 


a given time. Local studies will help to determine the relative location. 


of the books in the stacks in the first instance, and the number of atten- 
dants to be assigned to a particular stack area, depending upon the 
physical layout of the Stack Room. Duty schedules should be posted so 
that every member of the staff knows who is on duty, where he is, and 
what type of work he is supposed to be doing. The lunch interval should 
be also scheduled so that service will not be interrupted. 

Restoration or what is called, shelving of books is the responsi- 
bility of the maintenance unit. Shelving should be a continuous process, 
and it is more important than it may seem on the surface. A misplaced 
book is a lost book. An unshelved book is also very difficult to locate. 
As a matter of routine, each attendant should be assigned a particular 
area for purposes of shelving the size of the area being adjusted to the 
work load. Dummies representing books returned to the stacks are removed 
and cancelled, The reading of shelves referred to above is also done by 
the attendants attached to this unit. This is one of the most important 
duties of the attendants, as it is by this method that books are kept in 
correct order on the shelves, 

Books in need of rebinding or repair are withdrawn from the 
shelves by the attendants and transferred -to the Bookbinding Section. 
Each book removed from the shelf is represented by a dummy bearing 
piriculars apropos book number, title, date of removal, and the remark 
“In Bindery’. ), 

Care of books is largely a matter of proper handling. A shelf may 
be considered - full when only three-fourth of its ultimate capacity is 
utilized. When a shelf is completely filled, there is a Strain on the books 
themselves.. Books on partly filled shelves should occupy the left side of 
the shelf with the book support holding them upright. Paper bound 
volumes, pamphlets, and current issues of periodicals will suffer severe 
damage if they are kept upright and not adequately supported. It is desir- 
able that over size periodicals and newspapers, both bound and unbound, 
shou!d lie fiat on the shelf. 


For a fairly big Library, to keep the books free from dust and 
dirt is a tedious job There should be a separate cleaning squad in such 
Libraries which will be held responsible for keeping the collections of books 
clean and tidy. The equipment used in the cleaning process is almost the 
same in different Libraries, and consists of a duster, a hand brush and a 
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vacuum clreaner. The routine of a full-time book cleaner in a large Library 
consists in removing the books from the shelf in reverse order from right 
to left and placihg them on the book truck in the same manner, cleaning 
the shelf with the help of a vacuum cleaner or a duster. cleaning the bindings 
and paper edges of the books, and then replacing them on the shelves in 
their regular order. 

To ensure a thorough check upon the book collections at regular 
intervals, inventory is taken, Its primary object is to discover what books 
are missing from the Library and unaccounted for at a particular time. 
The taking of such inventory invoives the following processes; i) Comparing 
the shelf-list card in their order with the corresponding books on the 
shelves and noting any books not found thero; ii) checking the record 
of books not found with the issue and other relevant records; iii) making 
searches for untraceable books at intervals; iv) replacing such lost books as 
are needed by the Library; and v) cancelling or withdrawing catalogue cards 
for books not found. That such inventory should bo taken at intervals in 
order to maintain the desirable standard of service need not be over-empha- 
sised. 

In the light of the above, the nature and functions of the Stack 
Room may be classed as follows : Firstly, it is the repositary of the general 
classified collections to be serviced to the readers, and consists :of a great 
variety of material ranging from the most rare to the ephemeral; Senondly, 
it contains material perishable to a degree and in various States of preser- 
vation; Thirdly, the Stack Room is constantly expanding, and the stack 
installation must, therefore, satisfy the requirements of flexibility as well 
as expansibility to keep pace withthe incoming tempo of accessions; 
Fourthly, the arrangement of the collections of books in the Stack Room is 
according to a classification schedule, and the various Sequences should be 
maintained in order to make books readily available to the readers; Finally, 
in a large Library which houses most of its collections in the stacks of the 
inain building, access to the Stack Room should be restricted not only from 
the point of view of security but also to maintainthe book-arrangement on 
the shelves. ; cis 

It so happens that consciousness for scientific stack arrangement 
is generally lacking in most of our Libraries and oftener than not, what 
Stack Room is taken to be is a place for mere storage of books; Un the 
other hand, good stack arrangement with adequate guiding of the shelves 
is a vital factor in a Library worth its name, and this aspect, sometimes 
neglected as it is particularly in small Libraries, calls for singular attention 
as a measure of Library development project. Even the smallest Library 
should have a well arranged Stack Room which only enable the Library staif 
to offer a good and prompt service to its clientele, 
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The Gilgit’ Manuscripts 


JAGAN NATH AGGARWAL, 
Head of Sanskrit Department, Panjab University. 





How sheer chance sometimes leads to important discoveries is 
quite well illustrated by the circumstances leading to the find of important 
Buddhist religious texts in Sanskrit. Towards the close of May 1931 some 
shepherd boys who were tending flocks a little above the village of Navpur, 
(Skt. Navapura) 2 miles west of Gilgit cantonment, in Kashmir, noticed a 
a piece of timber “sticking out from the top of a small stone covered mound. 
Digging at the site resulted in the ‘discovery’ of a circular chamber inside 
the Buddhist stupa containing hundreds of small votive stupas and plaques 
inscribed with the Buddhist creed 3 qa} 2a qual eg aay etc,, in script of 
the Gupta period. But by far the most important find was a wooden box 
containing a mass of ancient manuscripts, which fortunately were taken into 
custody by the Wazir of Gilgit. These manuscripts were examined by the 
famous explorer and archaeologist, and great Sanskrit scholar, Sir Aurel 
Stein who was at that time returning from Chinesr Turkistan. In a brief 
communication published in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of 
Great Britain for October, 1931, Sir, A Stein announced that the bulk of 
the manuscripts which were written on birch bark are likely to contain 
Buddhist canonical texts. How remarkably accurate was Sir Aurel Stein’s 
cursory examination of these documents, will be clear from the account 
given in this article. Besides the birch bark manuscript, Sir Aurel Stein, 
noted a paper manuscript written in Central Asian Brahmi, sometimes 
between the 2nd and 4th centry A.D. 

Subsequently the Wazir of Gilgit sent the manuscripts along with 
other materials discovered at Navapura, to Pandit Madhusudan Koul, 
Superintendent, Archaeology and Research, Kashmir State. Pandic Madhu- 
sudan examined these manuscripts, but as he did not know the scripts, 
it took him a long time to decipher the contents. In December, 1953 he 
read a short paper in the Sanskrit Section of the All India Oriental Confer- 
ence, held at Baroda, in which he gave the following details about the 
manuscripts, 


Manuscrjpt A. Its title is Ajitasena Vyakarana. The work deals 
with the conversion of King Ajitasena of Magadha, to Buddhism. The 
language is Sanskrit prose interspersed with gathas (verses). 


Manuscript B. Its title is Bhaisajya-guru-nama Mahayana-sutra: 
Here, Buddha describes the life of the Bodhisattva named Vaiduryaprabha - 
Bhaisajyaguru, in order to illustrate how the recitation of Buddha’s names 
leads to merit, It is interesting to note that this manuscript was copied 
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for a king named Devasahi alias Surendra-Vikramaditya-Nand and his 
queen, Trailokya-devi, - 

Manuscript C. This is only a fragment of a work called Buddha - 
Ksetrasandarshana-vjuha-nama-samadhi, which tells how the practice of 
Samadhi (meditation) gives a vision of Buddhist sacred places, The language 
is Sanskrit, 

Manuscript D. It contains the work in Sanskrit called Aryavalokita- 
Hayagriva-Hrdaya, in which Aryavalokits gives some ritualistic formulae. 

Manuscript E. It contains the following works : 

1, Ratnaketuparivarta. It isa Dharani or amulet written in prose and 
verse, 

2. Astasatavimali-karana. It gives 108 names of the Buddha and tells how 
to recite them for gaining religious merit. 
3. Muaha-Ahijnayayanirdesa, It contains Mahayana Jataka stories in prose 
and verse. 

The manuscript was prepared by the orders of a king named 
Patolashahi alias Vikramaditya-nanda and his queen Surendramata. It 
was copied for an officer named Goniksina who was a Danapati (Charity- 
officer). 

Manuscript F which is written in good Sanskrit, contains a descrip- 
tion of hells. 

This account is very inadequate in as much as it does not enable us 
to form the slightest idea of the importance of this discovery, . It was 
fotunate for Sanskrit studies, that the government of His Highness, the 
Maharaja of Kashmir entrusted the work of editing these manuscripts to 
Professor Dr. Nalinaksha Datta, M.A., Ph.D., D. Litt. a great authority on 
Buddhist studies. 

Dr. Nalinaksh Datta’s careful examination of the manuscript which 
is written in upright Gupta alphabet of the 6th céntury A.D, has brought to 
light the Sanskrit text of the Vinaya Pitaka of the Mulasarvastrivadins. 

The Sarvastiradin school of Hinayana Buddhism which was preva- 
lent in Kashmir and Gandhara and thence spread to Central Asia, Tibet and 
China, had its sacred literature in Sanskrit. However, no complete works 
of this school, in original Sanckrit text had been known. Our knowledge 
of the Sanskrit Canon of this school was derived either from Chinese 
translations or from fragments of manuscripts discovered frum Eastern 
Turkistan by Sir Aurel Stein, A. Grurwedel, A. Von le Coq, P. Pelliot and 
other scholar explorers. These fragments have been published by various 
European experts. For the English reader, there is the interesting publi- 
catioa ‘Manuscript Remains of Buddhist Literature’ by A.F.R. Hoernle. 
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. This book was published from Oxford in 1916, The discovery of the Gilgit 
manuscripts has for the first time brought to light the almost complete 
text of the Vinayapitaka of the Sarvastivadins. Its publication by such 
an eminent authority on Buddhism as Dr. Nalinaksa Datta, of Calcutta 
University, is an epoch making contribution to Buddhist studies in the 
twentieth century. 

The Sanskrit Vinayapitaka contained in the Gilgit manuscript has 
beeh published in four parts, Part I contains the Bhaisajyavastu and 
Sthaviragatha (in fragments), Part II includes Civaravastu, Kathinavastu, 
and Kosambakavastu, Part III has Pandulohitakavastu, Pudgalavastu, 
Parivasikavastu, Posadhasthapnavastu and Sayanasanavastu. Part IV 
contains Pravrajyavastu, Posadhavastu, Pravasanavastu, Varsavastu, 
Carmavastu and Samghabhedavastu (in fragments): 

Besides the above texts, the Gilgit manuscripts have given us the 
complete Pratlmoksa-sutra which has been edited by Dr. A.C. Bannerjee 
and published by the Calcutta Oriental Book Agency. 

Other important texts supplied by the Gilgit manuscripts which 
_.haye been published so far by Dr. Nalinaksa Datta are the following: 


) -,,Bhaisajyagurusutra, Ekadasamukham, Hayagriva-vidya, Sarvatathagata- 


.dhisthana-sattvavalokana-budha-ksetra-sandar sana-vyuham, Strimahadevi - 
Vyakaranam, Ajit asenavyakaranam, and Samadhirajasutra. 

The Gilgit manuscripts have thus supplied a substantial portion of 
the Buddhist Sanskrit canon which had hitherto been known either through 
Chinese and Tibetan translations or fragments of Chinese manuscripts. 
The publication of the Gilgit monuscripts by Dr. Naliniksha Dutta and his 
collaborators will go down as a manumantal centribution in the history of 
Indological. Studies, 
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The most comprehensive and brief study of our backward 
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Library Science Scores on ‘Panchashila 


M.L, SINGHVI, B.A,,LL.B., Dip, Lib. Sc., 
Libraran, Jaswant College, Jodhpur. 








Individuals aim at three R’s or three W’s or both but the society 
as a whole aims at three P’s - Peace, Progress and Prosperity. To achieve 
these it also adopts the 4th ‘P’ the ‘Panchashila’, In every walk of life 
whether Political, Social, Economic or Educational the succesetul means has 
become the 4th P in these recent years, 

Library has taken the place ot a Social Institution and has been 
charged with the work of providing inspiration, information and recretaion 
through the ‘recorded’ thought and knowledge, Hence neither it can 
remain an exception to the desired ultimate end of the society nor to the 
means adopted for the same. 

Dr. S.R. Ranganathan, the father of the Library Science in India 
wrote in 1931 a classic book ‘The Five Laws of Library Science’. This has 
become its ‘Panchashila’ the 4th P. The entire world of the Library 
Science originates from it, exists in it and dissolves in it. 

The late Mahamahopadhya, Prof, S. Kuppuswami Sastriar clothed 
this ‘Panchashila’ in Sanskrit verse of which the latest version in this :- 


quan ayaa waht qa: | 
Fey BWAGAT @ F404: taeargy : | 
mea: a4 Tagiea) fate = | 
afasyes faeqfe: vsagat at waa | 
The different versions in the different languages of ‘Panchashila’ 
are the following :- 


Hindi Sanskrit 
1. Book is for use, gate sera & faa 2 | qeHNSAIIA | 
2. Every Reader hashis yete % faa sa #} gets 2 oegt fasaett 


or her book, 
3. Every Book hasits gig WAG faq qaes 2) afs seq aaa | 


reader, 
4. Save the time of the %S6 8 @aa wt wee Sa] aag aad aaa! 


reader. 


5. Library isa growing Qttwaa fasrazia ae Ql sql afasy: l 
erganism. 
In political field they say, the ‘Panchashila’ has been adopted as the 


testing instrument for every step taken. May it be Geneva or Bandung 
conference, Dulles and Cunha or Bulganin and Nehru’s joint commnique, 
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N.A,T.O. or C.B,O. (Communist Block Organisation), Paris Pact or Warsaw 
Pact, all are to be tested by this to know about their bonafides, 


We say the same is the case with the 
Library Science, Every question may 
it be the location of the building or the 
timings of the Library or arrangement 
of the furniture or books on the shelves 
or the display of the guides or the atti- 
tude of the staff, they are to be tested by 
it. ‘It looks at the building; if it is 
smart, brigiit and soothing, it is satisfied. 
It steps in and looks around; if the seats 
are comfortable, table space is ample 
lighting is pleasant, ventilation is ade- 
quate and fluoring is sound-proof, it, 
knows that the necessary silence will be 
there. It looks around; if the separate 
rooms are available for retiring, refresh 
ing etc., it feels relief that necessary 
temptation for sticking to the library is 

af. &. SEOGEYE there. It walks into the stack-room; if 
the gangways are broad, the topmost shelves of the book-racks are within 
reach and if there are guides for every tier, gangway, bay and shelf-plank, 
if the lighting is good, if the books are in open-shelees, if readers walk 
alongside them and handle them without any restriction and if they are 
accompained and helped by cheerful reference Librarian, it is satisfied. 
it asks about the Library hours if it is told that the Library is kept open 
on all 365 days of the year and during all the working hours each day, it 
is overjoyed.” 





Its command and respect shall become all the more known to us 
by the outcome of the meeting of the Finance Minister, Education Minister, 
and Social worker held in tbe capital one fine evening :- 

Panchashila :- I propose to remove the ‘Ironc urtain’ between the books 
and the readers to provide full opportunities for the purposeful iute- 
gration by having free and convenient access to each other, 

Finance Minister -- Please keep your broadmindedness with you. Our 
Exchequer cannot tolerate such a step which will only have the debit 
entries. 

Panchashila :- I humbly submit to you, Sir. But may I know how this 
so intolerant Exchequer conveniently tolerates the colosal expenditure 
under the head ‘Education’ without even caring for the credit entries, 

Education Minister:-- What do you talk? Do’nt you know so much, 
No Education, No Nation, Education makes the Nation, builds the 
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Nation and what not. 

F.M.:- Certainly we do not get credit in cash but,......... 

P.:- But we do get in kind, 

Social Worker :- Yes Only duetothis that we are differentiated from 
the barbarious races and are placed among the ‘Civilised’. 

P.:- So you all do agree with its indispensable value. This shall also 
make you understand how much valuable is the self-education for the 
Nation. ; 

All the three :- Yes, What’s there to doubt about it. 

P.:- That way my proposal has been accepted by you. It is the best 
means to provide the opportunities for self-education by allowing 
every reader full freedom to browse among the cultural treasure of the 
world, 

F.M.:- Only difficulty with this is that more wear tear and losses are to 
be tolerated. 

P.:- [am very sorry to point out to you that you can tolerate the losses 
of the toys because they are most important for baby to keep him 
happy, the losses of the games material is nothing to you because they 
are only to keep youngs healthy, the wear and tear of the furniture and 
the consumption of the stationery is negligible to you because of their 
importance for establishing an office, Above all this, you forget the 
Law of Thermodynamics, which says that “the transformation of an 
energy to an easily available state cannot take place without some 
dissipation or loss’. The permission of the free browse shall be able to 
transfer ‘‘the thought energy which lies looked up in a potential state 
in books to a kinetic state in which it can stimulate the mind of reader 
into helpful activity” 

All the three :- No need to explain more. We agree in toto with you. 

The rising Sun of the ‘Panchashila’ in the field of Library 
Science has shifted its purpose from the ‘Preservation’ to ‘Use’. It has 
converted the ‘Jailor Librarian’ to the’ Reference Librarian, The ‘Tresure 
trove’ or the ‘Dormetries’ of the past have now become the Social Institu- 
tions, So far serving the ‘Ornamental purpose’ are now ready to provide 
for the ‘Perpetual self-unfoldment’ of every reader according to his interest, 
capacity and need. 

To conclude I can say that if the Political field can boast about its 
achievement and feel pride of the ‘gallentary awards’ the ‘Geneva spirit’ 
and the slogan of ‘Co-existence’ between the different ideologies, the field of 
Library Science cannot tolerate to lag behind and be named as ‘runners’. 
It has also been awarded by the ‘Welcome spirit’ and the ‘Purposeful 
integration’ of the different elements, inanimate books and the animate 
readers. 
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Lately Librarian of the Library, Director General of Health Services, 
Govt. of India, New Delhi and new Librarian of the Govt. Central 
State Library, U.P,, Allahabad. 





1. Growth of Medical Periodical Literature 

Prior to the 17th Century scientific literature was published either as 
an essay or as a seperate treatise, despite the fact that it ran to a few 
pages. The cost of printing was prohibitive, nor any one knew the value 
of journalism. It is evident that this state of affairs may have resulted in 
the non-publication of some of the most valuable material. There was hardly 
any media to exchange thoughts and views on scientific matters, except 
that for considerable time scientists and scholars exchanged their thoughts 
and notes through personal letters. This was a slow, expensive and laborious 
mode of knowing what was being done by others. The lack of proper facili- 
ties of communication was no less a handicap inexchange of personal notes. 
With the growth of hospitals, scientific societies, and medical associations 
during the 17th century there emerged a certain amount of scientific 
medical periodical literature, in the form of proceedings, and reports of 
these scientific bodies Garrison (1934) a medical historian of international 
repute mentions the appearance of a few medical periodicals during the 
17th century which were as follows :- 


France 3 
Great Britain 3 
Holland 2 
Germany 1 
Denmark 1 


It was the 18th Century which witnessed the emergance of no less 
than 436 medical periodicals according to the same authority, out of which 
the largest number was published from Germany. It was during this Century 
that periodicals devoted themselves to medicine - special as well as general. 
Some specialized medical periodical also began gradually to appear. A proper 
index also came to be provided to these periodicals. The medical periodical 
literature was gradually considered to be of significance to the administra- 
tors, physicians, doctors, surgeons, pharmacists and research workers, as it 
provided them with a medium for publication of their own activities as well 
as a means to know the extent of activities carried out by others. The 19th 
century was the prime period all over the world for medical poriodicals and 
more so because specializ?i medical periodicals emerged in abundance 
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towards the end of that century. In 1876 Billings recorded that as many as 
1,150 enterprizes in medical press had been made and about 250 were then 
in progress, This figure can favourably be compared with the list of 1,000 
Medical periodicals listed and indexed in the quarterly Cummlative Index 
Medicus. (v.38,1945). The list of medical periodicals of the world brought 
out in 1953 by the UNESCO Co-ordinating Committee on Abstracting and 
in the Medical and Biological Science, has recorded 3908 periodicals of the 
various countries and languages. It also mentions 50 such periodicals to the 
credit of India alone, but actually the number of medical periodicals pub- 
lished in India is far greater than this figure, anda seperate bibliographical 
list is under compilation. To this list of periodicals exclusively devoted to 
medicine may be added quite a large number of other scientific, but non- 
medical ones, which contain articles of medical interest, but are not indexed 
by the Index Medicus, Abstracts of world Medicine & Surgery, or Excerpts 
Medica, It is presumed that the number of such periodicals may not be less 
than 2,000. The present rate at which periodicals publications in any branch 
of knowledge, and more so in medicine are produced, the phenomenal and a 
characteristic way ia wiich the articles containing micro-thoughts abound 
and increase in number, combined with the gradual and ystematic vivisec- 
tion of knowledge, make it fruitless and uneconomical for a reader to purch- 
ase many of the periodicals which are devoted exclusively to his own specia- 
lity. It is also certain that it is equally un-economical and beyond the 
financial capacity even of medical libraries which are within the reach of all 
to take a larger collection of medical periodicals. The Surgeon-Generals 
Army Medical Library of Washington can not claim to receive all the periodi- 
cals of medicine published in the world. It may also be true to say that the 
very bulk of published material obstructs easy access and approach to the 
needed material and makes it difficult to locate it. The increase in learned 
periodicals has thus proved to be increasingly obstructive rather than 
hel pful. 
2. Kinds of medical periodicals 
It is easy to catagorise any class of periodicals either linguistically er 
geographically, but it is always useful toclass them by the nature of material 
contained in each periodicals fora particular group of knowledge. Thus 
medical periodicals taken together irrespective of the language or the region 
may contain material seminal, research expository, elementary and reporting, 
The seminal contributions are of a fundamental nature, which occasionally 
emenate from the master-minds by affording a tool for application in tke 
furtherance of thought. The Research contributions embody the results of 
investigations in specialized fields which are made from time to time by 
whole - time or part-time researchers and are thus made available for circu- 
lation among the co-workers in the field so as to facilitate team. work and to 
avoid undesirable duplication. The contributions of an expesitory character 
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emanate from persons with special aptitute for exposition and are so illum- 
nating that they light up the field even for the non-specialists and can inte- 
lligently contribute towards the progress of thoughts in general. Popular 
exposition of special topies for use of the man in the street or for a child 
and very frequently in the form of stories may be regarded as elementary in 
nature, News or simple statement of facts and occurrances wit hout details 
relating to an old topic that can be comprehended even by non-specialists 
are of a reporting group. 

It is after the first three categories of materis that a specialist runs, 
and which at times gets lost within the heap of the last two kinds of 
materials. Documentation of medical literature aims to perform this magic 
function through a scientific process, It is as if grain were sifted from the 
heap of Medical periodical chaff, presented in a consumable and easily digest- 
able form with the aid of scientific abstricting, classification and catalogu- 
ing and several other mechanical devices and methods which we may call 
medical documentation. Breadford in the introduction to his book on 
*‘Decumentation”, says, ‘‘without documentation, the recorded observa- 
tions”, are many scattered items, separately of little use, which get buried 
in the great mess of scientific literature like needles n a hay stack”’. 

3. Definition of Documentation. 


It has not been possible to define in precise term the word documen- 
tation in so far as it is related to periodical literature. This contusion is 
mostly attributable to the different views of the subject specialists and the 
library experts, If the subject specialists regard this field entirely as their 
own and disown that the librarians have anything to do with it, the later 
adopt a considerate view and say that the work can neither be discharged 
by a specialist nor by a library worker individually and independently. It 
is the work to be performed in co-operation of each of them. If the specia- 
list, no doubt with a little prejuidice for the subject, can do well at the abs- 
tracting point of the documentation, the Librarian can do equally well with 
regared to classification and cataloguing of the abstracted meterial, where 
as the mechanical reproduction, language translation and widest circulation 
can be done by any of the two. Thus documentation is a function which 
may be called to involve the bibiliographical and abstracting activity of 
micro thoughts of knowledge embedded in scattered articles of medical inter- 
est and their presentation in a subject and classified sequence, with symbol 
numbers easy for tracing and location together withthe ways and means 
for reproduction and circulation of the abstracted material. Thus documen- 
tation has two aspects - (1) work and (2) service, work requires capacity 
to evaluate the thoughts-content of published material, to make systematic 
entries with maximum of speed and accuracy, to arrange those entries ina 
most helpful order seeking the help of a flexible, hospitable and expensive 
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scheme of classification, Service (in documentation) on the other hand 
involves the theoretical knowledge and the practical experience of the art of 
reproduction of this material in the shortest possible time as well as its 
widest circulation to all the interested people. 

4. The efforts at documentation 

It is incorrect to assume that no efforts had been made in the past 
in the direction of medical documentation, or that it is a new concept cr a 
desire on the part of the subject specialists, but it is almost certain that 
the need for documentation is keener now than ever before. The practice 
of providing ‘‘extracts’” from other periodicals by the editor of different 
medical periodicals of the past was no doubt a partial effort to satisfy the 
same desire, ‘ The German abstracting service long before the beginning of 
the 20th century is well known and recognized. By the end of the Second 
World War, German abstracting periodicals had ceased to exist and so 
various attempts in England Netherlands, and America as well as by Unesco 
and WHO were made. The British Medical Associction in England, not 
very much satisfied with the service of the British Medical Bulletin, 
Bulletin of Hygiene, Nutrition Abstracts and Reviews, British Chemical 
Abstracts, and Biological Abstracts in so far medicine was- concerned, 
decided in 1945 to set up a comprehensive abstracting service and began 
the publication of ‘‘Abstracts of World Medicine’ and Abstracts of World | 
Surgery, replacing the service rendered during the war by the “Bulletin of 
War Medicine’, The Netherlands started the publication almost simul-. 
taneously known as “Excerpta Medica”, running into several sections 
dealing with various branches of medicine - bacteriology, physiology, 
tuberculosis, pathology etc. and the enterprize was undertaken by non- 
profit-making agencies, Soon after it had been set up the National Sciences 
Department of Unesco turned its attention, among other things, to the 
problem of abstracting in medical and biological sciences, and very early a 
Co-ordinating Committee on Abstracting and Indexing in the Medical and 
Biological Sciences was set up, which has published a Report on the 
activities and meetings of the Co-ordinating Committee on Abstracting and 
Indexing in the Medical and Biological Sciences, 1951. 

5. The Indian position 

There is no doubt that much can be done by an_ international 
organization, but the National Organization for Documentation must also 
discharge its responsibilities properly in so far as the national periodical 
literature is concerned and also the co-operation needed by the international 
body. It isnot possible to trace. the growth of medical periodicals in 
India and it may be safe to assume that we are still in an infant stage 
when compared to other leading countries of the world. It may be said to 
have begun about the middle of the 19th century, The: organization set up 
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as early as 1946 by the Indian Council of Medical Research, New Delhi to 
provide an organized microfilm and photo-stat service at Kasauli and 
Bombay may be regarded as a fore-runner for documentation service, 
since it has proved of immence help in furthering the cause of medical 
research in the country. The documentation work of Medical litera- 
ture in India faces a unique problem of variety of languages and 
systems of medicine prevailing within the country. The Insdoc ( Indian 
National Scientific Documentation Centre ), New Delhi set up early in 
1951-52 under the auspices of the Ministry of the National Resources and 
Scientific Research, Government of India, with the technical assistance 
of the Unesco, can be regarded as a first step towards documentation of 
scientific literature; but since it does not devote its attention exclusively 
to medicine, it attitude towards this branch of knowledge is bound to be 
limited by its objects and resources. In addition to this work of the 
National Documentation centre, the medical: periodicals in India render 
documentation service through their ‘‘abstracting,” sections, known by a 
variety of nomenclature as “Abstracts,” Current Excerpts, “Current 
Medical Literature,’’ Current Topics, Glimpscs from the Medical Press etc. 
This service is obviously defective in several ways :- 
B a is no co-ordination on the part of the editors for the abstracting 
work, 
2. There is no uniformity of heading for this work. 
3. The abstracts are not scientifically classified. 
4," The service has not been giventhe due encouragement even by those 
interested in it. 
5. The selection of periodicals or of articles for abstraction is hapazard. 
6. pees is no central organization in the country to co-ordinate this 
work. 
7. The medical association ( like the British Medical Association ) within 
the country have not evinced any interest in this field. 
3. No. efforts have so far been made to emphasise the importance of the 
service, 
6. The scope for documentation in India 
There is a Wide scope and urgent need for such a service in India, 
With the measures and steps adopted for setting up medical research and 
educational institutions it is imperative that we set about establishing a 
National Medical Documentation Centre. The institutions and agencies 
that are likely to be interested in this service, are (i) Medical Associations 
and societies such as the Indian Medical Association, Indian Dental Associa- 
tion, Tuberculosis Association of India; Nursing Association of India, 
Leprocy Relief Association of India, Indian Pharmaceutical Association, 
indian Red Cross Relief Society etc. (ii) Medical Colleges - Agra Medical 
College, Bombay Medical College etc, (iii) Medical Research Institues, 
Nutritional Research Laboratories, (iv) Medical and Public Health Depart- 
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ments of Governments - Central, State, and Local. (v) Medical Directorates 
of the Army, Navy and Air Organizations in India. (vi) the Editors of 
the Medical periodicals in India. (vii) The Indian Council of Medical 
Research, (viii) a galaxy of medica] research workers and doctors all 
over the country (ix) other scientific departments of the state, scientific 


associations 
Institution, 
librarians of 


7. Medical Documentation Council 
In the foregoing para an effort has been 


made to lay 


parties in documentation service in India. 
Such a wideness and variety of interests 
call for co-ordination and co-operation on 
the part of all, before any servicable orga~- 


nization can 
a Medical 


members from interested parties appears 
to be the first necessary step, wiih func- 
tions as follows :- . 


(i) To make a preliminary survey of the 
existing documentation services (especially 
of medical literature) prevailing in India. 
(ii) To define the field of its activities so 
far as documentation is concerned. 

(iii) To prepare a list of medical and 
scientific and biological periodicals to be 


documented. 
(iv) To set 


(v) ‘To impart training to documentatists, 

(vi) Tocentralize the documentation work and service, 

(vii) To appoint sub-committees to look after the various aspects of work. - 

(viii) To establish contacts with similar organizations in other countries 

and to co-operate with the International organization for documentatioa, 

(ix) To make arrangements for documentation (reproduction, duplication 

and distribution). 

(x) To co-operate with the Indian National Scientific Documentation Centre, 
New Delhi. ite 

(xi) To decide upon a scheme of medical classification for documentation, 

(xii) To undertake the expansion of schedules of classification as and when 


necessary. 
8. 


Firstly very few people in the country have so far realized the 
importance and value of documentation of periodical literature, which has 
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and societies within the country. (x) Indian Standards 
(xi) International Health Organization and finally (xii) the 
the country. 


open the range of interested 


be set up. The institution of 
Documentation Council of 





MAGNANAND 


up a documentation Centre preferably in New Delhi. 


Anticipated problems and the possible remedies 
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to be brought to their notice by means of extensive propoganda. Secondly 
we are bound to be confronted with the problem of finding suitable techni- 
cians for the work within the country. Since we require a number of 
documentationalists who may not be necessarily medical persons but are 
fairly acquanited with the science and literature of medicine, and who knew 
the art of abstracting medical literature, and who are experts at classifica- 
tion and cataloguing. The editing staff of medical periodicals and the 
Librarians working in medical Libraries may go to form a workable group 
of documentationalists. Some of them may be trained abroad. Thirdly 
the problem of delayed publication and distribution of documentation may 
be tided over by speedy methods of photo-stat and micro-films: The diffi- 
culties arising out of-diversity of languages may be faced withthe help of 
linguistic experts, The Copyright of articles may give arise to problems 
ef its own kind, which can be overcome by a process of an appeal to and 
co-operation with the authors of the original material in the interests of 
common welfare, The difficulties of scattered articles in non-medical 
periodicals have to be resolved through the co-operative effort of editors of 
journals, as well as through the kind help of documentation organizations 
for other sciences, which:may bring.to the notice of the proposed Council © 
the material of interest to the medical profession and research worker. 
Last, but not the least, is he question of medical classification scheme 
Suitable for documentation of medical literature is a most difficult one. 
Bernard’s “Classification for Medical Libraries,” (1936) appears to be a 
Suitable scheme for the purpose. It may be expanded to meet the special 
requirements of documentaition since it was originally intended for the use 
of medical libraries and not for documentation. 


A Monthly English - language Magazine 
157 Changshu Lu, Shanghai. China 
May 1956 will contain. 
“CHANGING THE ECONOMIC MAP OF CHINA”, 
by Liu Tsai-Hsin, Lecturer, People’s University, Peking. 
(Describes the new distribution of industry and agriculture, develop- 
ments in forestry, communications, etc, under the First Five Year 
Plan) _ Illustrated by a full-page graphic map. 
July 1956 with Special 38-page Supplement. 
THE PEKING OPERA - Its origin, history, techniques, costumes, 
music and stage setting. Brief synopses of four well-kdown operas. 
Sketches by famous artists and 15 fu I-page photographs. Cover Page - 
A popular Peking Star. 
In August 1956 
“INTRODUCTION TO CHINA’S GEOGRAPHY” — (Gives elemen- 
tary background information about mountain ranges, fertile areas, 
natural resources and population. Illustrated by a full-page map. 
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Centenary Celebrations (1856-1956) 


The J. N, Petit Institute, Bombay. 


The present year is important in the annals of the J.N. Petit 
Institute, for it marks the Birth Centenary of the late Mr, Jamsetjee 
Nesserwanjee Petit (born 24th January 1856) as well as that of “The Fort 
Improvement Library” (founded on the Ist April 1856) which was in course 
of time to transform itself into The J.N. Petit Institute and grow into its 
present stature, thanks to the princely gifts of Bai Dinbai Nesserwanjee 
Petit and other members of the Petit family. The Trustees and the 
Managing Committee decided to celebrate both the Centenaries ina fitting 
manner. A dinner meeting was accordingly arranged for the 24th January 
1956 but had to be postponed on account of disturbances prevailing in the 
city. It was subsequently held on the eve of the Institute’s Centenary i.e, 
on Saturday the 31st March at 7 P.M, at the delightfully situated Jeejee- 
bhoy Dadabhoy Agiari, Colaba and was attended by over 300 members and 
guests Mr, N.B. Jeejeebhoy the Trustee and Hon., Treasurer, presiding 
over the meeting re-called the studious and pious life of the late 
Mr. Jamsetjee Nesserwanjee Petit which had inspired the foundation of the 
Institute and prayed that his noble soul may rest in peace and that the 
Institute which he had inspired might continue its onward march ‘‘to be in 
the vanguard of progress and enlightenment in this great cosmopolitan 
city’. Incidentally he referred to the completion of 25 years of service of 
the Institute’s popular librarian Mr M,.Ks Mowdavala, this year. 

The Centenary fo the Institute was celebrated on Sunday the 
ist April 1956 starting at 6 P.M. with a symposium on Public Lioraries. 
Although it was a holiday more than a thousand members and guests 
attended the function filling up the spacious Institute Hall, His Excellen- 
cy Dr. Hare Krishna Mahtab, the Governor of Bombay presided. Parti- 
cipating in the symposium were Mr. T.D. Waknis, Curator, Bombay Luibra- 
ries; Miss. Amy BH.J. Rustomjee, Retired Inspectress of Girls’ Schools, 
Bombay, and Prof, G.C. Bann-rjee Principal, Yusuf Ismail College, Andheri, 
Bombay. The Hon, Mr. Dinkerrao Desai, Minister for Education who was 
to have taken part in the symposium, could not attend for reasons of 
health, Welcoming the distinguished guests of the evening and the 
members to the function Mr. N.B, Jeejeebhoy traced the genesis of the 
Institute and showed how a spirit of cosmopolitanism had guided the 
Institute management throughout the course of its long existence. His 
Excellency the Governor thereafter garlanded the statute of the late 
Mr. Jamsetjee Nesserwanjee Petit and addressed the gathering. He 
commended the example of that little band of Parsi College students who 
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bad theught it worthwhile to start the Fort Improvement Library and 
observed that the present day students sadly lacked that thinking capacity 
and vision with which the students of those days were gifted, He was of 
the opinion that all authorized publications should be preserved for the 
guidance of the future generations, for they were extremely useful in under- 
standing and appreciating the intellectual growth of a country or a region, 
and he suggested that the Institute might take up this task of preserving 
publications for posterity. He concluded by wishing that the Institute 
management would ‘‘develop the Institute further so as to make it rank 
among the foremost institutions not only of India but of the world’’. 


Mr. T.D. Waknis was the first to speak on the symposium. Con- 
gratulating the organisers of the J.N Petit Institute, he spoke briefly on 
the free public library movement in India. He stated that a public library 
should be free in all respects - free from having to pay any subscription and 
free also from prejudices and partialities of amy sort on the part of its 
management. It was his considered opinion that the maintenance of a free 
public library should be the responsibility of the state, because it is through 
them mostly that ignorance and illiteracy among the masses could be 
removed in these days of democratic socialism. 

Miss, Amy B.H.J. Rustomjee following, spoke on the children’s 
libraries, The child being father to man, it was necessary, she said, to teach 
children of all ages to use books in the right way and to instil in them a 
reading habit which would enable them in later life to use their leisure with 
profit and pleasure. Jn adult life a good book was often the best compa- 
nion, She discounted the popular notion that children would sooner tear 
up books than read them and stated that if only they were taught properly 
they would use them wisely. She humourously added that some professors 
were worse than children in this respect because they have been known to 
cut out statistical data from the books belonging to libraries. She finally 
appealed to those monied people who wished to escape E-tate duty and do 
also some national service to start children’s libraries. 

Prof. G.C Bannerjee was the next to speak on the symposium, 
He began by re-calling how some years ago when he was a student of the 
Elphinstone College and a member of the J.N. Petit Institute he was hunt- 
ing the Institute catalogue for the books he wanted and how many good 
books he had borrowed and read from there, He stated that although 
public library movement and its nature should be a concern of the State, 
yet subscription libraries like the J.N. Petit Institute did perform a very 
useful service to the community. They let people to become members, 
and people appreciated the service. He instanced the case of Thomas 
Carlyle the famous English essayist, who because he could not borrow books 
from the British Museum Library for home reading, found it necessary to 
start a new library for lending books, which had since become famous as the 
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London Library. Ina democracy none can deny the right of a few intellee- 


: tuals to start and run a library according to their desire. Even this is an 
f & advantage as the library movement asa whole benefits by such libraries, 
- - for a free public library with its limited funds a likely to prefer buying 
" books ofa popular nature whereas a subscription library has greater freedom 
, in purchasing books. 
g Winding up the symposium Mr, J.S. Chiniwala, the Hon. Secretary 
. thanked His Excellency and Smt. Mahtab in a few well cho-en words on 
c behalf of the Trustees, the Managing Committee and the members. for 
having found time to preside over the celebration. He said that His 
Excellency Dr. Hare Krishna Mahtab was, apart from being the Governor 
: of Bombay, a great scholar and a devotee of Saraswati, He assured His 
Exce!lency that the suggestions which he had put forward that evening for 
the Institute management would no doubt receive respectful consideration, 
Mr. Chiniwala stated that he was proud to hear the advice that His Excell- 
‘ ency had given to the members of the Institute. Every year from this 


human after all was liable to err now and then. He regretted that 
learned speakers on the symposium had to cut down their speeches as 
' Excellency had little time to spare, and he thanked them all for t 


platform he himself expressed similar views. He had all along been welcom- 
ing constructive criticism of the Institute administration which being 


the 
His 
heir 


active co-operation, He further stated that that the Institute was cosmo- 


' politan and was for all classes and creeds alike -in the town and island of 


. Bombay was only a matter of history, and assured His Excellency that it 


would now open its second century with a new life and a new hope, 
Hon, Secretary thereafter garlanded His Excellency and wished tnat 


B.H.J. Rustomjee presented a bouquet to Smt. Mahtab, 


Bleventh Year 


POPULATION ESSAY CONTEST 


| Prize - Rs, 700]- 
r 


The Contest is designed to deepen friendship among Indians and will 
give opportunity to young writers who show ability in discussing the 
3 population problem The prize-winning ESSAY must NOT be more 
| than five thousand words typewritten on one side of the paper only. 
& 


It should be written in English or Hindi, Two typed copies should be 
submited by May 30th, 1956. For the list ot topics and further 
information, please address : 


THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN 
233, Model Town, JULLUNDUR CITY. 
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fame would spread even as the fragrance of the flowers. Miss, Amy 


The celebrations were rounded off with light retreshments served 
to all the guests on the Institute terrace which was gaily lit for th: purpose, 
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Free Public Libraries’ 


I regard it an honour and a privilege to be called upon to take part 
in to-day’s celebrations. Personally I feel that librarians should not make 
speeches but silently practice their art and demonstrate the good that 
libraries can do to the people. They should be dumb like the dum bells that 
add strength to those who use them, They must not resemble, on any acc- 
ount, the cargo steamer on which A. Lincoln was working as an - apprentice. 
You probably know the story of that steamer as recounted by the great pre- 
sident himself. It had a four foot engine and six feet whistle. When they 
blew the whistle the engine stopped. I do not want the librarians ever to 
stop their engines for the pleasure of blowing the whistle. 

In spite of this philosophy I agreed most readily to participate in 
the symposium tor two reasons. First is that it affords me an oppertumity 
of discharging my pleasent duty as head of the Library Development 
Scheme in Bombay State of conveying my cordial felicitations to the 
founders and present managers of the J.N. Petit Institute on the magnifi- 
cent record of a century of library service. I wish them God speed on the 
path of progress and prosperity, Second reason is that the occasion 
provides an excellent forum for pleading the cause of free public libraries, 
I cannot conceive of a better audience than the present one consisting as 
it does of the highest executive of the state and the elite of Bombay’s 
learned Society, 


You may be hearing of national and international conferences and 
seminars of librarians pleading for the establishment of a network of free 
public libraries to function as auxliaries of educational institutions, The 
object is to remind people that education is not finished at the end of a 
school or college career but that it continues throughout life and that life 
is a university in which the scholar never takes a degree. I have no mind 
so expound what are by now accepted as the goals of library service. I 
desire to invite your attention to the two simple adjectives ‘free’ and 
‘public’ used to qualify libraries. 


What is a public libray ? The library of the J.N, Petit Institute is 
a public library and so is the Central Library, Baroda. The Petit library 
is public library in the sense that any member of the public can join it on 
payment of fees. But its constitution recognises the limitations with which 
it hastowork. Its funds, books and periodicals, its physical locations all 
set limits to the facilities it can provide and it cannot increase its member- 
ship, when it cannot meet the increased responsibilities. We are told that 
there is a waiting lists of hundreds who have to wait in queues seking 





® Text of a tclk by Shri T.D. Waknis, Curator of Libraries, Bombay State, on April 1, 1956 at the 
Symposium on Public Libraries organised by the Trustees of the J.N. Petit Institute, Bombay tn 
connection with the Centanery Celebrations of their Library. 
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admission. In the Baroda library on the other hand there are no waiting 
lists for it is a public library in the sense that it is financed out of public 
funds. Economists tell us that it is a cardinal principle of public finance 
that the public needs should be recognised first and money provided to 
meet them. In other words in public finance you discard the worldly 
wisdom of cutting your coat according to the cloth and have your coat of 
proper dimensions. Ifthe cloth is not there you spin and toil more and 
create the cloth. We want public libraries in the latter sense because we 
cannot afford to keep tens of thousand in the darkness of ignorance. 

What is a free library ? It is a library which does not charge the 
user any fee. This is the literal meaning of the work free. Sometimes it 
is interpreted mataphorically to mean that the library is free from preju- 
dicds and partialities that it is equal respector of all shades of opinion. I 
do not think there would be anybody disposed to quarrel with this meta- 
phorical meaning But the battle for the literal meaning is still on. Let 
me explain the battle-ground a little more clearly. 

That the reader does not pay for the privilage of reading books from 
the library does not mean that he gets service gratis and for nothing. 
The payment is made behind his back, as it were, As the running of the 
library costs money, the municipality and the state pay for it by the levy 
of a library rate or by appropriations from general revenues. 

The action of the local Governments is often called in question on 
the ground that all should not be made to pay for the benefit of a small 
section of literates and readers, Herbert Spancer was one of the formost 
spokesman of this view. He argued that he was not in favour of free 
libraries anymore than he was in favour of free bakeries. Food for the 
mind should be paid for as much as food for the body. It smacks of 
socialism, he added, that a few readers should indulge their hobby at the 
expense of others, 

The exponents of the contrary view hold that much water has 
flown under the bridges since 1897 when Spencer argued against socialism, 
It has since come to stay. In India the establishment of a socialistic 
pattern of society is the accepted goal of the Government. In Spencer’s 
own country under the Beveridge Plan of Social Security the State has 
accepted the free rendering of service to the mind and body of its citizens. 
The free supply of dentures, spectacles, hoaring aids etc, is a common place 
of every day life. It is too late in the day therefore to argu against the 
social principle of each one for all and all for each one. ‘The strength of a 
thain, they say, is no greater than that of the we kest link. In a demo- 
cratic society, the existence of pockets of ignorance will impair the strength 
of the society. They much be cleared by an all out effort on the part of 
the nation, Thus the provision of free public libraries becomes the 
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inevitable function of local state and federal Governments, 


Other libraries will aid them by co-operation. Libraries like the 
J.N, Petit Institute will aid the national effort but their primary res- 
ponsibility is to satisfy their patrons who by their foresight and generosity 
have set the pattern of library service. That pattern has to be writ large 
on a national scale deriving profit by their accumulated knowledge and 
experience. The writing has to be done urgently. Too soon it may be too 
late to prevent people from being swept off their feet by the tin gods of 
anti-democracy. 








NEWS AND INFORMATION 
Central State Library, Chandigarh 


The Central State Library recently set up by the Punjab Govern- 
ment at Chandigarh has purchased 26,746 books at a cost of a sum of 
rupees two lakhs allotted to it by the Government of India towards Library 
Development Plans for the State of Punjab. The library has at present 
been located in the premises of the Government College, Chandigarh, and 
is being organised briskly. The plan of its building which will be cons- 
tructed in Sector 17 is being finalised by the Chandigarh Capital Adminis- 
tration. The following appointments have been made : 

Librarian — Mr. Balwant Singh Gujrati, B.A., A.L.A. 
Assistant Librarians — Mr. Inder Singh, M.A. and 
Mrs. Rajinder Chopra, B.A. 


Jodhpur Library Association 


On the eve of the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi some library 
enthusiasts of Jodhpur City decided to form the Jodhpur Library Associa- 
tion. The Constitution and Bye-laws of the Association were framed by 
the Ad-hoc Committee appointed and were adopted by the General body. 
Accordingly the Executive was elected on 20th January 1956 :- 

Secretary — Shri M L. Singhvi Librarian, Jaswant College 

Treasurer — Shri H.C Mathur, Librarian, I.A.F. Jodhpur. 

Members — Shri Baghwati Lal Sharma, Librarian, Sumer Public Library; 

Shri N.L. Trivedi, Librarian. Engineering College; 

Shri Sher Nath, M. Com. (Student) 

C.P. & Berar Library Association, Nagpur. 

The following persons were elected as office bearers on April 22, 1956. 

President — Shri W.R. Puranik. 

Vice-Presidents — Principal S.L. Pandharipande; Shri Y.R Date; 
Shri K K. Rangole; Shri Gopalrao Pathak; Shri G.S. 
Shukla. 

Secretary — Shri PS. Phadke. Joint Secretaries — Shri B.S. Huddar and 
Shri $.N. Ghuse. 

Treasurer — Shri V.P. Bhandekar. 
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Eeleventh Session 
All India Library Conference 


Caicutta - Apr 7 to 10,1956 


P. SATYANARAYANA PATNAIK, M.A., DIP., LIB., 
Andhra University Library, Waltair, 











A conference in Calcutta is always an event to be looked for - so 
left members of the Library profession who attended the historic eleventh 
session of the All India Library Conference in that great and beautiful city, 
The splendid setting and pleasing hospitality matched well with the thought- 
ful atmosphere and the wise discussions which were throughout a marked 
feature of this conference. And there was not a single delegate who carried 
back with him thoughts and schemes, which applied in his own sphere 
might well profit the home institution. That indeed would be a cardinal 
test for the success of any conference. Here was, besides, the impress of 
personality and friendship. Eminent men ln the educational and political 
fields associated themselves with librarians from many parts of the country, 
and in these corners, surely, there is alive a vivid memory of kindnesses 
and courtesies received from well known celebreties, 

The Indian Library Conference held once in two years under the 
auspecies of the Indian Library Association is an event of great significance 
to Librarians in this country. It is only on these occasions that librarians 
from different states come together, talk over papers, exchange views and 
compare experiences, This year’s conference was in Session from the 7th 
to 10th April, 1956. About 300 delegates attended the meetings. Bengal 
was naturally in its full strength. Next in order came Delhi, Maharastra, 
Bombay, Punjab and Bihar. The Souch was poorly represented,-only 4 dele- 
gates - one each from Mysore, Hyderabad, Andhra and Karnatak,-attending. 
One remarkable feature of this conference was the large number of lady 
delegates who were present not at the courtesy of the Reception Committee 
but in their own right as fulfledged members of the profession, The 
presence of these lady delegates naturally added grace and lustre to the 
occassion, 

The conference met on the afternoon of 7th April in the beautiful 
and well-furnished auditorium of the Hindi High School of Sri Lakshminivas 
Birla. Prof. N.K. Siddhanta, the learned Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta 

University and the Chairman of the Reception Committee of the conference, 
welcomed the delegates. He observed that in our ocuntry when formal 
education in the schools and colleges threatens to break down under tbe 
strain of limited space and unlimited numbers, the function of the library 
as an informal context for self-education becomes important’. Subscription 
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libraries, he said, were a necessary phase in the development of India’s 
library system but the time had come when the library should be thought 
of not as the amenity for the privileged few who could pay for it, but as a 
free and basic privilege for every man, woman and child in the country. 
Finally he stressed the need for the establishment of Public Libraries in the 
real sense of the term especially in the great city of Calcutta. 


Dr. H.C. Mukharjee, the Governor of West Bengal, then inaugurated 
the conference As he had observed on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee 
celebrations of the National Library in 1953, Dr, Mukharjee fitted into the 
perspective without much effort because he lived in libraries and even 
collected a modest library himself, His short but brilliant address was 
spotlighted by a few weighty observations which deserve to be quoted. He 
observed, *‘I have always firmly held that it is the love of men more than 
of books that makes a good librarian”, “It is most important that we 
should never forget our humanity in the ‘business’ of our professions to 
borrow Stevenson’s coinage, To come back to Keat’s phrase ‘the holiness 
of the hearts’ affections’ should be preserved at all costs, By all means 
grow wise but be sure you never grow dull ? 


The President of the conference was Sri. S. Bashiruddin, the Libra- 
rian of the Aligarh Muslim University. His address was an urbane summ- 
ing up of the vears of experience by one of our eminent librarians. Those 
who heard it will not forget it; nor will they forget the sincere and charming 
tribute paid by him to Dr. S,R Ranganathan, the father of Moderen Libra- 
rianship in this country. Sri Bashiruddin indulged in some plai: speaking 
too. He observed, ‘‘Viewed against the association’s objectives, 1 am 
afraid our record during the past has not been very satisfactory. Contacts 
estabiished during the biennial conferences are seldom renewed. The day 
today problems facing the rank and file of the profession receive little 
attention, Naturally a feeling of frustration is perceptible in the profess- 
ion. Is seems we have yet to find our moorings”, The problems for the 
librarians. he said might be enumerated as better administration of libra- 
ries, improvement of the position and qualifications of the librarians, 
assistance in the promotion of legislation affecting public libraries, promot- 
ing bibliographical study and research and publishing iniormation of service 
and interest tothe members of the profession, In particular Sri Bashi- 
ruddin referred to the problem of education for librarianship According 
to him the librarian today is not merely a technician but more and more an 
educationists, He, therefore, pleaded for a new orientation in the training 
of librarians to fit them better for their new tasks. 

The business side of the conference was a strenuous affair, There 
were fivr symposia and the annual general body meeting, all gone through in 
three days. Indeed the delegates had little time for sight-seeing much as 
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they might have wished to do. But as the President of the association very 
rightly observed in his farewell address to the delegates, these conferences 
meant business and the strain involved was inevitable. It was remarkable 
that most of the delegates were present throughout the long hours of the 
symposia and the general body meeting. 


Five important problems of current interest formed the subjects 
for discussion at the sympo-ia, They were, public library development 
in India, Expansion of Dewey’s Classification for Indological subjects, 
Bibliographical organisation in India School and children’s libraries in 
India and training for librarianship in India. Fourteen working papers 
were submitted for discussion at these symposia and about 50 delegates 
participated in these discussions. Prominent among the participants were 
Sri Sant Ram Bhatia, from Punjab; Mrs, Boga, Sri D.R. Kalia, Sri Kaula 
and Dr. Jagadish Sharma, all from Delhi; Sri, D. Subrahmanyam from 
Banaras; Sri Probhat Kumar Mukherjee from Santiniketan; Sri P.C, Bose 
from Calcutta; Sri Ujlambker from Hyderabad and the last but the most 
prminent Sri B.S, Kesavan, the guiding genius of the entire business. ‘‘Among 
the mute but not inglorious Miltons” were a great number of senior libra- 
rians who sat through long hours with patience observing their younger 
collegues and new comers in action, On the whole the debates were lively 
and valuable. It is, of course, not possible within the few hours alloted for 
discussion of these subjects to consider them in all their details and come 
to definite conclusions, Indeed the very purpose of these symposia was to 
give an opportunity to the librarians to excnange views on these subjects 
and ponder over them, This purpose was more than achieved at these 
discussions, Jt is for the Indian Library Association to consider these topics 
at expert level and take suitable action, 

The annual general body meeting was notable for the speed with 
which the whole business was transacted with dignity and harmony, 
Sri B.S. Kasavan was re-elected President of the Association. Sri. P.C. 
Bose, Librarian, Calcutta University Library, with his excellent record of 
service to the library profession in Bengal, was elected the Secretary, To 
the «xecutive council were elected senior librarians from different parts of 
the country. It is hoped that under the able and inspiring guidance of the 
new executive the Indian Lib-ary Association in India would soon come 
to be what the British Library Association or the American Library Asso- 
ciation is in those countries. 

The Indian Library Conference was followed by the Conference of 
the Indian Association of Specia! Libraries and Information Centres. This 
conference is an important land mark in the history of library movement 
in this country. Dr. D,M. Bose, the eminent scientist, presided over the 
conference. Two interesting symposia-one on machanisation of library 
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services and the other on Documentation problems of .India-formed the 
subjects for discussion. The papers submitted as well as the discussions 
that followed, were of a high order: It is hoped that in the years to come 


this association would grow from strength tostrength and would be to the | 


special librarians in India what the ASLIB is to their British Counterparts. 


Men matter more than problems; so proved the social side of the 
conference which was arranged with great care for the comfort and pleasure 
of the delegates. At the end of each day’s strenous work, the delegates 
were either at a pleasant garden party or a kindly reception, The evening 
of the 7th April was spent with the President of the Indian Library Asso- 
ciation in the beautiful lawns of Belvedere, the home of the National Libra= 
ry. On the 8th the delegates were entertained to a tea by Sri Lakshmi- 
nivas Birla in the Hindi High School campus. On the 9th the reception 
was at Raj Bhavan — the historic Fort William with its memories of Clive 
and Hastings and a host of other empire builders and statesman who lived 
there and made history. Dr. Mukherjee, the present heir to this glorious 
tradition and inheritance, freely moved among the delegates and had a 
kind word to everyone there: On the 10th the reception was one given by 
the speaker of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, Sri Saila Kumar Mukherjee. 
After tea the speaker took the delegates into the Assembly chamber and 
explained to them the automatic vote recording system, the first of its 
kind in Asia, For once in their lives the librarians found themselves 
suddendly transformed into legislators; some sat on Government benches 
and some on the opposition side. The votes were recorded, the Noes hed 
the day and the speaker very humorously remarked ‘‘the public library bill 
is passed into law’. It his hoped that the Bengal speaker would be proved 
a true prophet. 

One of the most unforgettable experiences of the delegates was the 
excellent Bengali drama ‘Tippu Sultan’ put up by the stafi of the National 
Library on the 9th evening, The settings were beautiful and the action 
and expression were natural and realistic. The ‘Natya Bithi’ of the Nation- 
al Library must be heartily congratulated on this excellent performance. 

One other notable event of the week deserves special mention. 
This was the Book Exhibition organised by the National Library and 
Delhi Public Library, Delhi, and opened by Sri Humayum Kabir, the distin 
guished educationist, The fine collection of exhibits included those illus- 
trative of early Indian script and earely IndianP rinting, Indian printing 
today, and rare objects of art, The staff of the National Library deserves 
to be congratulated for this interesting Exhibition. 

The arrangements made for boarding and lodging of the delegates 
were excellent. Most of the delegates were accommodated in the beautiful 
campus of the National Library, This helped them to establish personal 


180 INDIAN LIBRARIAN 








fn. oe ee a ee a — i ee 


0 wh © fF 06 








P, SATYANARAYANA PATNAIK 


contacts with their collegues from the different parts of the country, The 
Reception committee deserves to be heartily congratulated on the fine 
arrangemente they had made for their guests. 

The moving spirit of the whole conference was Sri B.S. Kesavan, 
the President of Indian Library Association, He was ‘here, there and 
everywhere’ and even the minutest detail did not escape his attention. The 
success of the conference is not a little due tohis untiring efforts and all 
things there carried the impress of his great personality. 

Committees and conferences form vital part of our public life today, 
There is a view indeed that we have for too many of them and a jocular 
criticism is made that they merely keep minutes -and waste hours. Here 
perhaps was a conference of a different. type. For one thing it had no 
demands to make and no axe to grind. It was only intended as a forum 
for exchange of a scientific knowledge on the organisation and development 
of the library system. In the present stage of our economic and cultural 
growth, the library has a most vital part to play and the systamitised 
know - how of this business is of utmost importance to the country. It is 
for that essential, though unostentatious, purpose that the librarians met 
together- True to their nature they made no noise; they could not hit the 
headliness anywhere. But silence is their badge and quietly they went 
about their work. My own impression is, thanks to the fine leadership of 
the senior librarians, the conference was not only quiet and serious but 
very thoughful and useful, The Conference has done something by which 
I hope before long, many of our schemes will turn into facts and tone up 
our library organisation in general. 


Mr, N.C. Chakravarty, Librarian, Ministry of Finance, 
Government of India, New Delhi. 


The Calcutta Session of the Conference has been uuique success in 
the sense that it has firmly laid the foundation of democratic procedure in 
conducting business of the Indian Library Association. I do not remember 
to have attended so far any meeting or Conference of this nature where the 
other point of view has been listened to with greater attention and repect, 
This has made a world of difference in professional solidarity which needs 
our whole hearted attention. 

Ihave been attending such Conferences since 1946 (Baroda) 
without any break. While my memory and association go further back, 
I know for certain that the second and the most inglorious phase of Indian 
Librarianship commenced in 1946. The second phase is over and I hope 
my young friends will not suffer like some of their seniors for cherishing 
honest and independent views in professional matters. All good luck to 
them, 

It must be made clear that the Association can never again be used 
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by any one for self advertisement. Further, it must be told, particularly 
to the younger librarians that immense opportunities in terms of prospects 
and service lie ahead of the deserving. The profession has no future if 
Rays and Joshis desert its In this respect the elders, though themselves 
denied, have a great responsibility to inspire and enthuse their younger 
successors. There cannot be any better testimony of the great fund of 
good will that the people have for the profession than the encouragement 
which Dr. D.M. Sen, Education Secretary, West Bengal Government gave 
in suggesting at the Conference that the I.L.A, should now have its own 
permanent home like all other important cultural and service institutions in 
the country, But dispair and uncertainty in the profession are the highest 
at a time when good cheer should run through the rank and fiie, 


Mr. P.K. Sarkar, Chartered Librarian, Central Water & Power 
Commission, Bikaner House, New Delhi. 


Training for Librarianship 


Three papers by Messrs P.C. Bose, P.N, Venkatachari and J, Smeaton 
were read, and about a dozen speakers took part in the deliberations that 
followed. Mr, Bose’s paper mainly reviewed the historical development 
of training for librarianship in India and hinted at some problems; Mr. Ven- 
katachari generally discussed on the existing centres of training at univer- 
sity level, probed into their curriculums, and hinted at the advisability of 
the Indian Library Association taking up the work of training and examin- 
ing students in librarianship; Mr. Smeaton put forth his suggestions of 
graded examinations to be conducted by the Indian Library Association, 
and the creation of a network of library schools, based mainly on the 
British pattern. 

The discussions that followed touched upon various factors left 
out from the papers, and they criticised the views expressed therein. Some 
of the major omissions indicated were the needs for training in special 
librarianships, and giving a rural bias to the training of personnel for the 
network of village libraries now opening, or proposed to be opened in 
different states under the Five Year Plans, A view was also expressed 
about the creation of a Central Library Board which should formulate 
syllabuses, approve library schools, and go into the question of training 
generally. Some views were aiso expressed about the lack of suitable 
teachers for training classes at universities. One speaker was critical about 
the authority of the Indian Library Association to meddle in the affairs of 
such autonomous bodies as Universities, which might dislike that Endian 
Library Association should frame Syllabuses for them, or should give 
verdict on their methods of teaching, it Indian Library Association were to 
conduct examinations in librarianship, on All India Basis, 
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P. Satyanarayana Patnaik, M.A.,DIP ,LIB. 
Assistant Librarian, Andhra University 
Library, Waltair. (Read his article on 
Page 177) 


Dr. Jagdish Saran Sharma, 
M.A.,D.L.S. (Delhi), M.A L.S.,Ph.D, (Michigan) 


Noted Indian Bibliographer 


Publications : 


Mahatma Gandhi : A Descriptive 
Bibliography 

Jawaharlal Nehru : A Descriptive 
Bibliography 


Vinoba and Bhoodan : A Descriptive 
Bibliography 
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Sri B.S. Kesavan, Librarian, National Library, Calcutta, explaining the working of 
the Stack Room to His Excellency Dr. H.C. Mookerjee, Governor of West Bengal. 
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PRAMIL CHANDRA BOSE 
(Newely Elected General Secretary of the Indian Library Association) 
(See Cover Picture) 


Mr. Pramil Chandra Bose, Librarian, Calcutta University Library 
and now the General Secretary of the Indian Library Association, was born 
at Taki in Bengal in 1907 in a highly respectable Kayastha family. Even 
when a boy at his village home Bose became interested in social welfare 
work, and since those early days he has al] along been engaged in some 
work of that kind or other. At the tender age of 13 he was the librarian 
of his village Library. After passing the Matriculation Examination in the 
First Division from Taki Government High School in 1925 and the I.Sé, 
Examination in the First Division from City College, Calcutta, in 1927, he 
took his B.A. degree with Honours in Economics from Vidyasagar College, 
Calcutta, in 1929. 


In 1933-34 session, Mr. Bose joined the Punjab University Libra- 
ry Training Class in Lahore. After qualifying in the final librarianship 
examination, he returned to Bengal and conducted a survey of library 
conditions in the District Hooghly, and a librarianship training camp at 
Bansberia which was the earliest training class in library science in Begal, 
He joined the Calcutta University Library as an assistant in 1935, and by 
dint of hard and honest work was appointed to the post of Assistant Libra- 
rian. He officiated as Librarian of the University several times and was 
finally appointed Librarian in 1954, 


Mr. Bose is also the life and soul of the Bengal Library Association, 
Being its President and the Founder Editor of the ‘Granthagara, a library 
bulletin in Bengali. He is also the author of a book in Bengali on libra- 
rianship entitled - ‘Granthakarnama’. 


Mr. Bose went to the United States in 1955 as one of the 12 libra- 
rians under the Wheat Loan Educational Exchange Programme, and 
received a diploma in librarianship from the American Library Association, 
Chicago. On the way back to India, he visited important libraries and 
other cultural institutions in London, Paris, Geneva, Rome and Athens. 


ee a —— -—— 


NEWS AND INFORMATION 


Exhibition of Book Jackets 


Opening an international exhibition of book jackets at the Delhi 
Public Library on Friday, 27th April, Dr. K.L. Shrimali, Deputy Educa- 
tion Mtnister, expressed the hope that the exhibition would be useful in 
making publishers realize the importance of preparing attractive book 
jackets. 














The exhibition contains some lovely examples from abroad. Ie is 
as well to add more in sadness than anger, that the Indian section is most 
disappointing. In comparison to the lovely and striking designs from 
United Kingdom, France, Hungary and Austria, the Indian book jackets 
make a poor show. It 1s to be hoped that Indian publishers will take {good 
notice of the wonderful inventiveness displayed in European countries, 
and the fact that the exhibition will be sent on tour all over India gives 
some hope that in other cities too publishers will be made to think of the 
importance of artistic book jackets. 
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THE LIBRARY BROADCASTS, by Frances G. Nunmiker, Publicity 
Director ef the Oiho State Library. New York: The H.W. Wilson Company. 
1948. 166p. 


The library movement in the United States has reached a very 
Progressive stage indeed. We, in India, shall take years before the library 
broadcasts are used as a medium of instruction for the youth or as a 
medium to popularise books. In America such broadcasts are not only 
being mado but the way of making them is being perfected. 


A perusal of this book will show how the author wants these 
broadcasts to be conducted on scientific lies, He insists upon a planned 
broadcast, a good broadcaster, a good script and a good audiance, In the 
first chapter he examines the position of the listener, how the radio deve- 
loped, how many families have radios and the position of libraries vis-a-vis 
tadio, In the second chapter he explains what an educational programme 
is and what interests the public. The third chapter is devoted to a survey 
of the radio activities of libraries, and the fourth to the need of a plan 
befere broadcasts are made, We feel he rightly lays stress on the develop- 
ment of good programmes, ‘‘Listeners are too intelligent to be befooled, 
The broadcasts must appeal to all ages and tastes The author’s ‘‘Seasonal 
suggestion”’ in this respect are very useful. ‘Be realistic’ is his advice — 
and a very sound advice indeed, 

The question of the type of programme to consider is examined in 
the next chapter. Dramatisation, he says, should not be attempted 
*‘unless you are an old hand at the game,’’ His advice on dramatic pro- 
gtamme is very valuable, but at the same time be wants the librarian to 
learn by experimenting. 

The importance of the script, of the radio time, the length of the 
programme, of properly facing the mike ( ... the author’s do’s and dont’s 
are indeed most welcome ... ) and of estimating the results through scienti- 
fic surveys is emphasised in chapters 6, 7,8 & 9. The appendix contains 
sample scripts, which can be followed, and the A.L.A. questionnaire which 
can be adapted in India. 

The book aifords a very good reading and can be of great help to 
those countries which want to resort to library broadcasts to furthers the 
cause of education, 
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH: Edited by Walter 
M. Daniels. New York: The H.W. Wilson Company, 1955, 201p. 


This book examines the federal aid to colleges, the alternative to 
it, the financial aid to students, the federal educational activities and the 
aims of higher education in five different chapters. The last ehapter 
discusses the place of the two-year Junior or Community College in the 
American educational set-up. , 

Faced with “the grave financial problems confronting American 
colleges and universities as a result of discontinuance of the income former- 
ly derived from payments by the United States Government for the tuition 
of service, men and women and veterans’’, the author beautifully goes into 
the question of alternative aids. The traditional sources of income are 
discussed and the growing role of cooperations in plugging the financial 
gap examined, Three excerpts from news Stories follow, “reflecting the 
trend toward large grants to colleges and universities by foundations set up . 
and supported by individual business and industries’, The author des- 
cribes the arrangement of a group of midwesteren states for pooling their 
higher educational facilities. 


The different articles in the fourth chapter tell the reader about 
the concern of the Federal Government with educational matters and how 
its educational functions are being carried out in many fields; how facilities 
are offered to service, men and women by the Armed Forces Institute; what 
the National Science Foundation is doing to carry out its function; and 
how the veterans’ educational and training programmes are operated. 


We attach great importance to the fifth chapter on the aims of 
higher education. The author quotes the views of the Council for Financial 
Aid to Education in this respent. ‘Our dual system of education (public 
and private) is varied, diverse and fundamentally strong. All parts of it 
are needed in the service of the nation’’. He analyses the factors which 
influence high school students in their decisions about colleges, stresses 
“tne need of our demucratic society for the type of mind and character 
formed by a liberal education”. and sets forth the purposes of a general, or 
liberal education. 


The different articles inthis chapter, as in others, cover a wide 
field and are very well written. They throw considerable light on the 
problems confronting the educational institutions. Indian educationists 
will particularly welcome thie book as it will help solve many of their 
difficulties Which clog the educational progress in the country. 

TABLE TENNIS : KNOW THE GAME, Prepared by Jack Oarring- 
tion in collaboration with the English Table Tennis Association, London; 
Educational Productions, Ltd.. 1954. 32p 2sh, net. 

This is a very reliable book on the rules of Table Tennis and how 
to play the game, The fact that it has gone into third edition within a 
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couple of years shows that the players have tremendously welcomed this 
book. It is sure to be received well in India where very few gond coaches 
and books on the subject are available. 

This book contains the latest instructions on players can follow, 
It has behind it the experience of the English Table Tennis Association, 
We must take advantage of it. 

The book describes the equipment required, the position of the 
ball in the play, scoring, double play, stroke play, attacking play, defensive 
play and competitive play. It tells the reader how to build up the game. 
We can certainly encourage the ideal indoor game as Table Tennis is. The 
book teaches us how to do so and how to have correct strokes and what 
tactics to employ. The new comer will find in it all what he wants to know 
about the technique of the game to be followed. 

We recommend this book to all the levers of the game, It is 
written with proportion and ability. 


SKILFUL SOCCER FOR YOUNG PLAYERS: Ap official publication 
of the Britjsh Football Association. London; Educational Productions, Ltd., 
1954. 93p. 6sh. net, 


Indian coaches and football-players will welcome this book, It 
explains what different skills and tactics are required to be a good player 
to beat the opponents, . Our country has yet to go a long way to master 
the game. A British coach, some time back, helped improve the Indian 
standard but still it is low as compared with Russia and other countries. 

It is even now a moot point whether there should be three 
full-backs as in Soviet teams or two, 

The book explains what a good pass is and what kind of thinking 
ahead is required (chapter 1). The principle of “Shoot hard at sight of 
goal’’ is elaborated in the second chapter and the third and fourth chapters 
Stress the importance of “Be first to the ball’’ and “Control the ball 
quickly’. How to trick your opponents, Jump to the high ball and tackle 
for the ball is explained in the next three chapters, Two separate chapters 
are devoted to the duties of a goalkeeper and teamwork. The tenth chap- 
ter is on tactics and the last one on how much practice is required. 

The book is elaborately illustrated. We strongly commend it to 
the authorities of our schools and colleges and private football clubs, It is 
nicely written and the instructions given are clear and concide. 

A MANUAL FOR THE ADMINISTATION OF THE FEDERAL 
DOCUMENTS COLLECTION IN LIBRARIES; PREPARED FOR THE A.L A. 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. By Ellen Jackson. Chicago: Americaa 
Library Association. 1955. 108p. $3.00. 


This manual has been compiled to assist the custodians of deposil- 
ory collections of United States Governmeat publications, It descrives 


186 INDIAN LIBRARIAN 








ricaad 


70>il- 


ives 


g1AN 








BOOKS IN REVJEW 


the origins and purposes of such publications the official depository pro- 
giamme for them, the non-depository sources, the organisation of the 
government documents requiring special handling, routines and bibliogra- 
phies and indexes ... in nine different chapters. 


The U.S, Government publications are invaluable heritage, Their 
handling is a difficult job. The learned author and the various contribu- 
tors tell us how that job has been and can be accomplished. 


It is explained how the distribution of Government publications 
to designated depository libraries takes place, The depository distribution 
and sales functions are entirely separate programmes which are paid for 
from different appropriations and which are not interchangerble. 


Tae non-depository publications are administrative publications for 
use only within the issuing agency - confidential publications, publications 
issued in small editions for special purposes, etcs We are told how they are 
dealt with, how they are acquired, issued, exchanged and preserved. 

The two opposing systems of organisation of the Government 
documents collection are described in the fourth chapter. . The kind, size, 
general arrangement, and resources of the library must be taken into 
account in deciding what organisation of the documents collection is best 
for the individual library, says the author. He tells us that the system of 
classification for such collection that is distributed into the general collec- | 
tions of the library is the same as for those collections and is a subject 
classification, most cammonly either the Dewey Decimal or the Library of 
Congress System. Some libraries simply ‘arrange by issuing office and 
title,’, 

In a separate chapter is described the record of holidays, their 
shelf-list, the checking file etc. The documents requiring special handling 
+ press releases, processed reports, revisions, cooperative publications, 
Congressional publications etc., are explained in the seventh chapter and the 
routines of libraries - receiving, processing, documents and indexing in the 
last two chapters. 

Indian librarians handling Government records and publications 
must read this manual. It is a clear and well-balanced narratlve. 

BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE ... Group I under eleven, annotated 
and classified; Compiled by the North-Western Branch of the Library Associa- 
tiou under the Editorship of Hilda. McGill, F.L.A. New edition. Completely 
revised. London: The Library Assoelation. 1955. 1030. 12sh. (9sh, to L.A. 
Members). 

This booklet contains a list of books for children under the age of 
eleven. The authors and titles are given. Only those publications have 
been included which are easily available and are of some positive value 
.- good picture books and others ‘‘in which story and picture are indisso- 
lublp linked’. 
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The titles included in this booklet are those which are suitable for 
children under eleven years of age. A lower group, we are told, is included 
in the annotation. The prices of books mentioned are those which were 
prevalent at the time of compilation, The name of the illustrator is given. 
“The annotations are descriptive’, says the author, He explains the 
seheme arrngngement adopted for the list. 

The first Section contains the author list of fiction which is very 
comprehensive indeed. The non-fiction books in classified order are inclu- 
ded in the second Section. This list too is very well prepared. The anno- 
tations are well written. 

We must say much labour has been spent on this booklet. The 
selection of books made by the author is most judicious and highly useful, 


PLANNING A LIBRARY BUILDING, the Major Steps; Proceedings 
of the Institute, Sponsored by the American Library Association Building 
Committee at St Paul, Minnesota, June 13-20, 1954. Edited by Hoyt 
R Galvin, assisted by Kathryn A, Devereaux. Chicago: American Library 
Association. 80p. $3.00. 


Buildings are as important for libraries as are books and the 
staff. Any haphazard planning done in raising the building will stand in 
the way of the progress of the library. The authors have rightly drawn 
the attention of librarians and the organisers of libraries to this aspect of 
the library movement. Their labour is sure to be appreciated and 
rewarded. 


The authors describe the three major steps in planning a library building 
~ programming, preliminary planning and working drawings. The librarian 's 
and arcbitect’s functions in programming are given in the first ten pages- 
It is followed by papers on their functions in preliminary planning and in 
working drawings. A summary of discussion group meetings on the subject 
of school library quarters covers a small space. But the problems of 
modern materials for different U.S. College and University library buildings 
are comprehensively dealt with in the report, as are the problem of creating 
a good, healthy interior atmosphere for libraries through contrast. The 
appendix contains a beautiful discussion on audio-visual equipment for a 
new library building, the cost figures for library buildings erected between 
1949 and 1954, informal furniture in libraries, planning in a cube and on the 
staff's part in building planning. 

The summary of discussion enhances the value of the proceedings 
of the institute, sponsored by the American Library Association Building 
Committee. The talks given and papers read by various expperts 
are not only illuminating but also thought - provoking and throw consider- 
able light on the problem of planning of library buildings. The needs of 


188 INDIAN LIBRARIAN 








fe - © Fe ea 








BOOKS IN REVIEW 


the library in terms of space and resources are fully taken into considera- 
tion and the architectural point of view intelligently explored. It is 
stressed that a survey of existing facilities is necessary before the project 
is embarked upon, and the role of the librarian in developing the prehmi- 
nary plans should be clearly understood by all concerned at the outset. 
The contribution of the specialists in library furniture manufacturing is 
emphasised and details ‘which enter into working drawings and specifica- 
tions’’, discussed. Some of the problems that arise in adapting to practie 
cal use the abundant fruits of current aesthetic theory and technologicel 
productivity, as well as the advantages that flow from them, are indicated. 
The illustrations are profuse, giving various building plans, their costs aud 
atea, etc. About informal furniture in libraries requiring heavy duty 
equipment and furniture there are separate papers. The bibliography of 
library building planning is included, 

The proceedings of the institute can be of immense help te libra 
ries all over the world to have scientific, well-planned buildings. 


GAVIBE IE I20 RUB SANGO POVTE BIDEN TR PNGR ARIE TOUTE TTR FEITR VEIT AAPA P IR 
STUDY ABROAD 
International Handbook of Fellowships, Scholarships 
and Edueational Exchange. Paris: Unesco, 1955, 
Volume VIL. 708p. $2 00 or 10s. 6d- 


This International Handboek, which is issued each year, contains 
information on over 50,000 awards oftered in 1955-56 by the United 
Nations and its Specialized Agencies, other international organizations, 
governments, universities, cultural and professional associations in 70 
countries and a number of non-self-governing territories, The probable 
awards for the year 1956-57 are also iucluded in it, The necessary intormase 
tion in details, where to apply, who is eligible, field of study, length of 
courses, amount of award etc , are also given. 

Study Abroad an invaluable guide must be in all libraries, informa- 
tion centres, offices of cultural attaches and of foreign student advisers, 
as wellas in language departments of universities. In India it can be 
obtained from Orient Longmans Ltd., 17 Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta, 


THE ASHES RETAINED. By E.M,. aWellings. London: Evans 
Brothers, Ltd. 1955, 208p. 12s, 6d. net. 





It is an exilerating story of how the M.C.C. retained the ashes 
during their tour of Australia — “by far the most successful post - war 
English tour’, It starts with the controversy around Len Hutton’s selee- 
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THE BOOK TRADERS MONTHLY 


14, Jadu Mittra Lane 
CALCUTTA-—4 (India) 


BTM is a monthly publication devoted to book trade printing & Binding. 
BTM usually contains : 


Editorial; features & articles P ‘ ; 
Publications of the month. A list of books published in English 
Bengali in West Bengal and other States of India during the 
previous month. 

Want List : rare books for sale or purchase. 

Window on the Book World. 

Pick O’ the Press 

Foretgn & Home news of the trade 

Recent arrivals : (list of important books imported). 

Book Reviews (English & Bengali). 
you know? (General Knowledge). 

Suggestions of books and periodicals for libraries and general 
readers. 

Names and addresses of all public libraries, schools, colleges, 
book-sellers, publishers etc. are the regular features of the 
journal. Letters to the Editor etc. etc 


BTM has SIX special numbers in a year. 
Subscription, Rs. 2.8/- Inland Foreign Sh 7 6d- or $.1 00. 
Advertisement Tariffs: Full page Rs 45 - 


Half page Rs. 25 - 
Quarter page Rs_ 15/- 


OTHER DETAILS ON REQUEST TO THE MANAGER 
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58rd YEAR OF PUBTICATION 


THE INDIAN REVIEW 
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READERS’ DIGEST 
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EDTORIAL NOTES 
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(Review of important Books) 
Besides Illustrations & Topical Cartocns _ 
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Foreign 12sh U.S.A. 4 dollars. 
Single Gopy Annas 12 
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and ‘address with a four-anna, stamp for a free specimen copy. 
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BOOKS IN REVIEW 


tion as Captain of the team. But when the serious playing business of 
the tour commenced, the controversy way to relief. Len Hutton followed 
his diplomatic triumphs by scoring the first important century against 
Western Australia. The second chapter is devoted to the narrative of this 
success. The batting failures are mentioned in the third chapter and 
Cowdray’s triumph in the fourth. How the English team was routed in 
Brisbane and how it prepared to fight back are explained in the next two 
chapters. With the arrival of Tyson and May the complexion of the team 
changes. The author writes about their coming in and describes the 
greatness of young players in two separate chapters, till three more wins 
are achieved. These wins are recorded in the nineth chapter, followed by 
an account of the vistory in the vital match. The final stages are exami- 
ned in the eleventh chapter and the causes of vistory in the last. 

The author doesn’t mince matters. He apportions the blame 
where it should rest. Given better fielding, he says, the ashes would have 
been won during the first three Tests, for the Brisbane debacle would surely 
not than have taken place (p. 187). He, however, admits that Hutton did 
a fine job; judged by the results he can be “ranked among the very best 
of England's captain’, But “be is naturally not a perfect leader, for he 
too is human, having extreme pride in his own country’. The author 
crticises Hutton’s way of treating Bedsar a bowler very much worth his 
Test place. ‘*His presence would have saved English followers not a little 
anxiety”. Hutton’s own cricket, the author says, was ‘‘affected by the 
cares of captaincy and the strains of carrying the batting so much in the 
preliminary matches that affected his play in the early Tests’. He assigns 
due place to other players who contributed to the success of the tour. 

It is a narrative Written with candour, proportion and ability to 
select the really important events which make cricket. It is presented 
with notable detachment and his admirably illustrated. We commend it to 
the lovers of cricket in India. 


INTEGRATED EUROPE? By Michael T. Florinsky. New York: 
The Macmillan Company. 1965. 182p. $3 50. or 24s, 6d. 


Can Europe be integrated militarily, economically and _ politi- 
cally? Militarily, some progress has been made in that direction, but it 
cannot be integtated politically and economically. That is the opinion of 
Dr. Floriasky, with which we share, though for some other reasuns than 
those advanced by him. However his is an analysis of the complicated 
situation which will give pleasure to the readers to go through the book. 


The learned author critically examines the issue... the case for 
integrrtion in the first chapter and devotes three more chapters to the 
questions of economic, military and political integration, summing up his 
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viewpoint in the fifth chapter. The historical background Is beautifully 
used throughout. He traces back the idea of the unification of Europe to 
the associations of ancient Greek communities and tells us how it developed. 

The author thinks that ‘‘the awakening of the West to the reality 
of the communist menace that lies behind the postwar movement for 
European intagration, although its roots are many”. (P. 17). 

Dr. Florinsky argues how there are formidable obstacles to a single 
market in Western Europe, how the outlook for establishment of a single 
market for capital is unpromising and how somc of the problems of econo- 
mic integration are iusoluble In this connection he refers to the work of 
Benelux, OEEC & EPU European Coal & Steel Community, etc., and 
brings out ‘‘the striking contrast between economic integration as imagined 
by its protagonists and what it actually is and is likely to be, in a demo- 
cractic Europe’. 


He begins the examination of the concept of military integration 
by saying that “it is untainted by any such elusive notions as the commun 
market and may well appear at first sight to the simple and non-controver- 
sial”, He alluies to the Brussels Treaty of 1948, the NATO... ‘‘an alli- 
ance of Sovereign States, unprecedented only in the sense that it was 
established and functions under peacetime conditions’, the European 
Deience Community and the Western European Union, and is frank to 
admit that *‘the real issue, probably for years to come, may well be not 
resurgence of German inilitarism but preserving German cooperation in the 
defence of the West’’. (P. 108), 

He gives the *‘basic argument in favour of the political unification 
of Europe” and slowly sharers the case for it, examining, side by side 
the various agencies for the integration ... the Council of Europe, European 
Coal and Steel Community E.D.C. & E.PC., Western Hurepean Union, 
etc. However he holds the view that ‘ the UnitedSt ates policy in Europe 
has achieved its major legitimate Objectives’. 

His reflections on recent expstience given in the last chapter, are 
highly though - provoking and readable, He is of the view that “the 
concept of European integration, hurriedly desisted by a few European 
enthusiasts and taken much too seriously on the banks of Potomac, is but 
an exotic graft on the main body of American policy”. (P. 143). In this 
connection he takes up the qnestions of the Saar, the unification of Ger- 
many, the British Commonwealth the European idea for Europe, America’s 
European policy and imakes scme general observations which are verv 
relevant. 


Throughout, a fear haunts the author that “Moscow has been 
exceedingly active and some of its moves have been ominous enough”, 
sending ‘‘an icy chill down the spinal column of many people in the West.” 
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Yet he feels that their significance may be easily exaggrated. (P. 168). 

Whatever may be Dr, Florinsky’s fears or inhibitions about 
communism, the book under review is a masterly survey of the work of 
the forces working for or against integration of Europe, This is not an 
unfair work, not a bitter one. It is written with modesty and power. It is 
the most vital contribution to political literature. 


GOD AND COUNTEY. By Charles Schoenfeld. New York; 
Philosophical Library. 1955. 119p. $3.00. 


This book answers for everyone the question why his own social 
and moral values have lagged so far behind his technological skill, It helps 
him to cope successfully with the specter of atomic self-destruction with 
which he has come face to face. 


Though addressed mainly to Americans, the book serves its 
purpose of arousiug the consciousness of mankind to save itself from the 
slough of Despond. 

- The learned author is of the view that it is due to emotional 
immaturity that a man suffers. He evolves for him a procedure which can 
remove his inbalance, and make him a disciplined force, for that reason he 
has synthesized the methodology of philosophy and certain tools and insights 
of psychoanalytic psychiatry. He discards the mind-matter dichotomy, 
replacing it by a trimorphous formula consisting of emotion, intellect, and 
body. This formula, according to the author, enables the man ‘ to pin-point 
the root of many of his difficulties’ and “‘to construct the firmest of all 
foundations for his kingdom of heaven on earth’. 

In the first part be evaluates the influence of the God concept in 
the United States and takes a brief glance at religion of the 20th century 
and examines the role of the unconscious: 

The second part is devoted to “Country”, He analyses the tra- 
ditional preoccupations of philosophy and determines the proper goals in 
life. He critices Americans for not caring to examine their basic goals but 
to be led away by only two ordinary goals - wealth - accumulation and con- 
spicuousness. They fail to determine the proper values inherent in the 
basic goals, One finds sameness in the lives and thoughts of its citizens, 
The political theories revolve round his emotion freedom and the fears of 
the society in which he lives. 

Charles Schoenfeld exposes the deplorable conditions in the realm 
of formal education, “improper and incomplete training and screening of 
teachers’ and the emotional harm that teachers may inflict upon their 
students if they don’t secure an adequate education in the principles and 
practice of psychology. 
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He “‘seeks and understanding of certain significant ways in which 
Americans react when the United States is at war’ in another chapter and 
analyses the opinions of those ‘“‘realists’”’ who argue that ‘‘war is essentially 
nothing more than one of many useful instruments of national policy...’’ 

He explains why there isa strong attraction of sports for the 
average American. He holds that “‘participation in sports is not an 
unmixed blessing’. Here the reads dangerous grounds and advances an 
argument which is not understandable. He says: ‘‘There can be little doubt 
that at least some of the huge amount of time devoted to sports could well 
be spent in more useful and constructive endeavours.” He thinks that 
“sports are at best a palliative measure and do not in any way contribute 
to the removal of the causes of the aggressive impulses they seem to subli- 
mate so well’. (p. 89). Similarly he decries professional entertainers, 
conflict stories and hero-worship = though on better grounds. He is right 
thar hero-worship makes it impossible to achieve self-reliance. 

The position of legal philosophers is examined in another ehapter, 
vis-a-vis crime and punishment. He wants a proper target to be construc- 
ted for the law so that it becomes a far more effective and salutory  instru- 
mentality than it is at present’’. 

Though one may have differences with the author in his approach 
to the subject, yet the book is a eloquent as it is profound, It isa signi- 
ficant contribution to medern thought. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ANNUAL FOR 1955 - 1956 
Sponsored by the Council of National Library Associations and the Library 
Journal. Edited by Wyllis E. Wright, Librarian of Williams College Library 
and the Editorial Staff of the R.R. Bowker Company, New York: R.R. Bowker 
Company. 1956. 165p $395. 


This new publication, the first revision since 1918, brings together 
in one authoritative source information on 43 key library associations, 
Statistics on public, college, and school libraries, book trade statistics aud 
general library information; 

Part I of this book is devoted to a comprehensive listing of 43 key 
library associations, their committees and joint committees, inclcding for 
each association the statement of purpose, officers, executive board, publi- 
cations, and committee chairmen. The chairmen are cross-indexed by 
Subject of committee in a master Activities Index, 

In Part II of the ANNUAL are statistics on income, number of 
volmes, hours, salaries and pay plans, operating expenditures, staddards 
and expenditure by area for public, colleges, anp school libraries, Under 
the heading of *‘Booktrade Statistics” can be found such data as: American 
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Book Production by subject area, 1872 through 1954; Comparative Book 
Sales 1947 and 1952 by category; trends in book prices, 

The section titled ‘‘Library Information’’ contains Building Costs; 
alist of places and dates of Library Association Meetings 1955-1960; 
Censorship - touching on the library, comic’ books, paperbound books; 
Library Legislation 1954 - 1955; A Library Hall of Frame; Student Enroll- 
ment in Library Schools, and a Library Buying Guide 1955 -a classified 
guide to names and addresses of firms offering products or services of use 
to librarians. 

The Annual is excellently planned, produced and bound It should 
be of especial value to librarians all over the world, 


YEARBOOK OF THE UNITED NATIONS, 1954. 
New York: Department of Public Information, United Nations 1955. 
656p. $10.50, (Available from: Oxford Book & Stationery Co. Scindia House, 
New Delhi). 


This eighth volume in the annual series provides an impartial and 
complete review of the work of the various United Nations organs for the 
year coverd, as well as a summary of the debates and texts of adopted 
resolutions. It is a volume which will be of permanent reference value to 
public officials, scholars, diplomats, teachers, writers, librarians and others 
concerned with international affairs, 

Atomic energy, disarmament, the world economic situation, deve- 
lopments in trust and non-self-governing territories, narcotics, and the 
continental shelf are but a few of the subjects in the main fields of UN 
endeavour that are dealt with in this Yearbook. 

Part One of the Yearbook contains a documented account of the 
United Nations work ina multitude of activities. In the political field, 
1954 was a year during which many of the major issues came up again for 
discussion and action Complaints in connection with tbe Palestine ques- 
tion the situation in Morocco and Tunista, the question of the representa- 
tion of China, and the admission of states awaiting UN membership were 
among the items debated. 

The final chapters of Part One treat briefly the administrative 
and budgetary questions affecting the Organisation over the year. 

Part Two, as in previous years, contains a survey of the work of 
each cf the UN specialized agencies, 

Fully indexed, this volume also gives comprehensive guides to the 
documents pertaining to specific questions under discussion. Unlike pre- 
vious editions, however, the current Yearbook includes texts and documen- 
tary citations in separate notes following each main subject, rather than 
incorporating these texts in the story of events, 
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National Book Trust be established 


The Government of India has decided to set up a National Book 
Trust in order to encourage rhe production of good literature and to make 
such books available at moderate prices to libraries, educational institutions 
and the general public. Rs. 30 lakhs is understood to have been set apart 
for the trust to carry on its functions during the Second Plan period. The 
Trust will publish more particularly the classical literature of India, 
translations of famous books from foreign languages and translations of 
standard books from one Indian language into another. 


Exhibition of Books & Printing in Britain 


An exhibition of books and printing in Britain from the |5th to 
the 20th century will be held in New Delhi, from March 15 to 17. The 
exhibition, organised by the British Council at its offices on Old Mill 
Road; will be open to the public from !1 a.m to 6 p.m each day 


The exhibition will illustrate the development of English printing 
from 1475 when William Caxton. merchant adventurer of London, printed 
the first book in the Enalish language up to the present day. Since then 
the British publishing trade has grewn steadily unti!! today, when some 
20,90 titles totalling many millions of copies are published every year. 


Handbook of special librarianship and information work 


_ The Handbook consists of thirteen chapters, each contributed by 
a specialist in the field. The chapter titles are as toilows : 


The special library and information service ; Administration ; 
Acquisitions; Cataloguing and indexing; Classification; Filing and storing 
material with an appendix on binding; Library planning; Service routine; 
Reference and information work; Abstracting; Publications of the library 
and information department; A review of mechanical aids in library work; 
Organisation in the special library field, 

Price 50sh, (or 40s. to members of Aslib). 387p. 


Library of the Parliament of India 


Plans are under way to move the library of the Parliament of 
India, New Dslhi. from Parliament House to a spacious new building accross 
the street In this new building there will be faciiities for strong 2 or 3 
million volumes and for reading and study rooms and an auditorium for 
leetures Construction will probably take three years. Only a small 
library will be mamtained in Parliament House itself, but it is proposed to 
connect this with the new building through an underground passage for 
speedy transmission of books and documents. 


The library now possesses 90,000 books, 300.000 Government 
publications and documents, and 50,000 volumes of debates in various 
Indian and foreign legislatnres. About 5,000 books are being added every 
year, and the rate of growth is steadily-increasing. The library had a 
budget’of about Rs. 30,000 in 1951. This has risen to about Rs. 1,61 lakhs 
in 1955, .« 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 


A Bibliography of African Bibliographies - South of the Sahara, 
Cape Town: South African Library, 1955. 169p. 12sb. 6d. 

(Grey Bibliographies. No, 6). 

A Manual for the administrafion of the Federal Documents Colloction in 
libraries, Prepared for the A.L.A. Committee on Public Documents. By 
Ellen Jackson. Chicago: American Library Association. 1955 108p, $3.00. 

A Practical Guide to library Procedure. By Bimal Kumar Datta, Bombay: 
Asia Publishing House. 1956. 108p. Rs. 6/8/-. 

Access to Books. (Unesco & its Programme IX). Paris: Unesco. 1952. 24p. 

American Library Annual for 1955-1956. Edited by Wyllis E. Wright and 
the Editorial Staff of the R.R. Bowker Company. New York: R.R. 
Bowker Co. 1956. 165p. $3.95 net. 

American literature and the dream. By Frederic I. Carpenter. New Yorks 
Philosophical Library. 1955. 220p. $4,75. 

Annual Report of the Librarian of Congress for the Fiscal Year ending June 
30, 1955. Washington: The Library of Congross. 1956. 130p. 

Battles at the Bar. By K.L. Gauba. Bombay: N. M. Tripathi (Private) Ltd., 
1956. 288p. Rs. 12/8/- 

Boken I Centrum, Malmo Stadsbibliotek 1946-1955. En historik till 
femtioarsjubileet av Ingeborg Heintze. Malmo, 1955. 80p. 

Books for Young Peopie: Group II. Eleven to Thirteen plus. Supplement 
1954. Edited by Edgar Osborn. London: The Library Association. 1936, 
30p. 3s. 4d. (2s. 6d. to L.A. Members) 

Books That Changed the World. By Robert D. Downs. Chicago: American 
Library Association. 1956, 200p. $2.25. 

Common Wealth Archives Committee, Canberra. Fourth Annual Report, 
1954-1955, 1956. 27p. 

Company administration under the New Company Law with rules and 
selected forms. By Tanubhai D. Desai and Indulal H. Shah. Bembay: 
N.M. Tripathi (Private) Ltd. 1956. 156p. Rs. 4/8/-. 

Compulsory Education in Pakistan. By Muhammad Shamsul Haq. (Studies 
on Compulsory Education-XII), Paris: Unesco. 1954. 169p, $1.25 or 6sh. 

Confucius, His life and Time. By Liu Wu-Chi. New York: Philosophicat 
Library. 1955. 189p. $3.75. 

Education and Art—A Symposium. Edited by Edwin Ziegfeld. Paris: 
Unesco. 1953. 129p. $5.50 or 30sh. 

Handbook on the International Exchange os Publications. Paris: Unesco, 
1956. 507p. $7.00 or 36sh. 

Integrated Europe? By Michael T. Florinsky. New York; The Macmillan 
Company. 1955. 182p. $3.50. 

Karnatak University Library, Dharwar. Latest additions. 1956. Vol. 2 & 3. 

Library Associatiou. Annual Report of the Council of tho Association for 
the year ended 31st December. 1955. London: The Library Associatien. 
1956. 28p. 

Moral Principles in the Bible. By Ben Kimpel. New York: Philosophical 
Library. 1956. 172p. $4.50, 

National Library, India, Annual Report for 1951-52, 1952-1953 & 1953-1954, 
Calcutta; Government of India Press. 1956, 29p, 

National Library, India. Catalogue of Periodicals, Newspapers & Gazettes. 
Calcutta : Government of Inkia Press, 1453. 285p. 

Planning a Library Building. Proceedings of the Library Buildings Preconfe- 
rence Institute, St. Paul, Minnesota, June 19-20, 1954, Edited by Hoyt 
R. Galvin and Kathryn Devereaux. 1955, Illus. Chicago: American 
Library Association. 112p, $3.00. 































BOOKS RECEIVED 


Postulates and Implications. By Ray H,. Dotterer. New York: Philosophical 
Library. 1955. 509p. $7.50. 

Readings in Library Methods.. By L.D. Arnett and Ethel T. Arnett. 
New York: Hafner Publishing Co. 547p. $3.50. 

Study Abroad: Internatfonal Handbook, Fellowships, Scholarships, Educa- 
tional Exchange, 1955-1956. Vol, 7. Paris: Unesco. 1955. 703p. $2.00. 

The French Faust: Henri de Saint-Simon. By Mathurin Dondo, New York: 
Philosophical Library, 1955. 253p. $3.75. 

The Gandhi Reader.. A Source book of his life and writings. Edited by 
Homer A. Jack. Bloomington, Indiana: University Press. 1956. 532p. $7,50. 

The Story of the Bible. By Waiter Russell Bowie. Nashville: Abingdon Press. 
1954. 557p. $3 50. 

The Story of the Church. By Walter Russell Bowie. Nashville: Abingdon 
Pross. 1955, 208p. $2.95. 

Thinking about ‘Thinking, By Merl Ruskin Wolfard New York: Philoscphical 
Library. 1955. 273p. $5.00 

Unesco. Report of the Director General on the activities of the Organization 
in 1955. Paris: Unesco, 1956. 215p, $3°50 or 2Ish. 

University of London. Report of the Library Committee for the year ended 
3I July 1955 London: 1955. 18p, 

Women and Education. (Problems in Education) Paris: Unesco: 1953, 264p. 
$1.75 or 10sh, 6d. 

Yearbook of the United Nations 1904, New York: Department of Public 
Information, United Nations. 1955. 656p. $10.00 

Yoga Dictionary. By Ernesf Wood New York: Philosophical Library. 1956. 

178p. $3.75, 
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Serving Librarians is Our Business 


For over 38 Years WE have been Specialists in-- 
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Accession Registers; Borrower’s Registers ; 
Withdrawal Registers ; Catalogue Cards ; 
Catalogue Guide Cards; Charging and Circula- 
tion Cards; Periodical Record Cards; Publicity 
Posters and Special Printed Labels etc. etc...... 


For complete details on Library Supplies for your Library, Please 
write for a copy of our Brochure. We welcome your Patronage and 
the Opportunity to Serve You. 
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Study Abroad 


International Handbook of Fellowships, Scholarships and Educational Exchange 


Volume VII of this annual Unesco guide is now ready. It contains information on over 
50,000 awards offered in 1955-56 by the United Nations and its Specialized Agencies, other 
international organizations, governments, universities, cultural and professional associations 
in 70 countries and a number of non-self-governing territories. It also indicates the probable 
availability of awards in 1956-57. It gives all the necessary details: where to apply, who is 
eligible, field of study, length of courses, amount of award, etc. 

Study Abroad should be in all libraries, information centres, offices of cultural attachés and 
of foreign student advisers, as well as in language departments of universities. 

Study Abroad can be obtained from the Unesco national distributors listed opposite. 

Price: $2; 10/6; 500 fr. 


Etudes a l’étranger 
Répertoire international des bourses et échanges. 


Le volume VII de cette publication annuelle de l’Unesco est sorti des presses. Il donne des 
renseignements sur plus de 50.000 bourses offertes en 1955-1956 par l’Organisation des Nations 
Unies et les institutions spécialisées, par diverses autres organisations internationales et par 
les gouvernements, universités et associations culturelles ou professionnelles de 70 pays et de 
différents territoires non autonomes. II] indique en outre les bourses qui seront probablement 
offertes pour 1956-1957. Toutes les précisions nécessaires sont fournies : adresses des dona- 
teurs ; titres requis des candidats ; domaines d’étude ; durée des cours; montant des 
bourses, etc. 

Etudes & Vétranger a sa place dans toutes les bibliothéques, services de relations 
culturelles avec l’étranger, centres d’information, offices d’aide aux étudiants étrangers, 
instituts linguistiques universitaires, etc. 

Etudes ‘a Vétranger est en vente chez tous les agents généraux de I’Unesco (voir liste 
ci-contre).' Prix : $2 ; 10/6 ; 500 fr. 


Estudios en el extranjero 


Repertorio internacional de becas e intercambios educativos 


Acaba de salir a luz el volumen VII de este repertorio anual que publica la Unesco. Contiene 
informacién sobre mds de 50.000 becas concedidas en 1955-1956 por las Naciones Unidas y 
sus organismos especializados, por otras organizaciones internacionales, gobiernos, universi- 
dades, asociaciones culturales y profesionales de 70 paises y de cierto nimero de territorios no 
auténomos. También indica las becas de que se dispondra probablemente en 1956-1957. Da 
toda clase de detalles necesarios: adénde enviar las solicitudes, condiciones requeridas, materias 
de estudio, duracién de los cursos, importe de la beca, etc. 

Estudios en el extranjero deberfa figurar en todas las bibliotecas, centros de informa- 
cién, oficinas de agregados culturales y de asesores de estudiantes extranjeros, asi como en los 
departamentos de idiomas de las universidades. 

Estudios en el extranjero puede obtenerse de los agentes generales de venta de las 
publicaciones de la Unesco (véase la lista en la pdgina siguiente). Precio: $2 ; 10/6 ; 500 fr. 
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ALGERIA |) ALGERIE/ ARGELIA 
Editions de l’Empire, 

28, rue Michelet, 

ALGER. 

ARGENTINA / ARGENTINE / AR- 
GENTINA 

Editorial Sudamericana, S. A., 
Alsina 500, 

BUENOS AIRES. 
USTRIA / AUTRICHE / AUSTRIA 
Wilhelm Frick Verlag. 

27 Graben, 

WIEN I. 

BELGIUM / BELGIQUE / BELGICA 
Librairie Encyclopédique, 

7, rue du Luxembourg, 
BRUXELLES IV ; 

N. V. Standaard-Boekhandel, 
Belgiélei 151, 

ANVERS. 

BOLIVIA / BOLIVIE/ BOLIVIA 
Libreria Selecciones, 

avenida Camacho 369, casilla 972, 
La Paz. 

BRAZIL / BRESIL/ BRASIL 
Livraria Agir Editora, 

rua México 98-B, caixa postal 3291, 
RIO DE JANEIRO. 


CAMBODIA / CAMBODGE / CAM- 
BOJA 


Librairie Albert Portail, 
14, avenue Boulloche, 
PHNOM-PENH. 


CANADA/ CANADA 
University of Toronto Press, 
TORONTO. 


CEYLON / CEYLAN / CEILAN 
The Lake House Bookshop, 
The Associated Newspapers of 
Ceylon, Ltd., 

P.O. Box, 244, 

CoLomso I. 

CHILE / CHILI / CHILE 
Libreria Universitaria, 
Alameda B, O'Higgins 1059, 
SANTIAGO. 

CHINA / CHINE / CHINA 

The World Book Co., Ltd., 
99 Chungking South Rd., 
Section 1, TAIPEH (Formosa). 


rca, | COLOMBIE / COLOM- 
A 


Libreria Central, 

Carrera 6-A, n.° 14-32, 
Boeord. 

COSTA RICA 

Trejos Hermanos, 
apartado 1313, 

San José. 

CUBA 

Unesco, Centro Regional 
Hemisferio Occidental, 
Calle 5, n.° 306, Vedado, apartado 
1358, 

La HABANA. 

CYPRUS / CHYPRE / CHIPRE 

M. E. Constantinides, 


P. O. Box 473, 
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UNESCO PUBLICATIONS - 
PUBLICATIONS DE L’UNESCO - 
PUBLICATIONES DE LA UNESCO - 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA / TCHECOSLO- 
VAQUIE / CHECOESLOVAQUIA 
Artia, Ltd., 
30 ve Sme$k4ch, PRAHA 2. 


DENMARK / DANEMARK / DINA- 
MARCA 

Ejnar Munksgaard, Ltd., 

6 NOrregade, KOBENHAVN K. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC / REPU- 
BLIQUE DOMINICAINE/ REPUBLI- 
CA DOMINICANA 

Libreria Dominicana, 

calle Mercedes 49, apartado de 

correos 656, CIUDAD TRUJILLO. 


ECUADOR / EQUATEUR / ECUA- 
DOR 


Libreria Cientifica, Luque 233, 
casilla 362, GUAYAQUIL. 


EGYPT / EGYPTE/ EGIPTO 


La Renaissance d’Egypte, 
9, sh. Adly-Pasha, Caro. 


ETHIOPIA / ETHIOPIE / ETIOPIA 
International Press Agency, 
P.O.B. 120 
ADDIS-ABABA. 


FINLAND / FINLANDE / FINLAN- 
DIA 


Akateeminen Kirjakauppa, 
2 Keskuskatu, 
HELSINEI. 


FRANCE / FRANCIA 
Retail { Vente au détail/ Venta al por 
menor: 

Librairie de I’Unesco, 

19, avenue Kléber, 

PaRIs-16*, C.C.P. Paris 12598-48. 


Trade | Vente en gros| Venta al por 
mayor : 

Unesco, Division des ventes, 

19, avenue Kléber, PaRIs-16*. 


FRENCH WEST INDIES/ANTILLES 
FRANCAISES ,ANTILLAS FRAN- 
CESAS 

Librairie J. Bocage, 

rue Lavoir, 

FORT-DE-FRANCE (Martinique). 


— | ALLEMAGNE / ALE- 
ANIA 


" Oldenbourg, K.G 
Unesco-Vertrieb fiir Deutschland, 
Rosenheimerstrasse 145, 
MUNCHEN 8. 


GREECE / GRECE/ GRECIA 
Librairie H. Kauffmann, 
28, rue du Stade, 
ATHENES. 

HAITI / HAITI 
Librairie « A la Caravelle », 
36, rue Roux, B.P. III-B, 
PORT-AU-PRINCE. 

HONG KONG / HONG-KONG 

HONG KONG 
Swindon Book Co., 


25 Nathan Road, 
KOWLOON. 


NATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS 
AGENTS GENERAUX 
AGENTES GENERALES 


DE VENTA 


HUNGARY / HONGRIE / HUNGRIA 


Kultura, 
P.O.B 149, BUDAPEST 62. 


INDIA / INDE / INDIA 
Orient Longmans Ltd. : 
Indian Mercantile Chamber, 
Nicol Rd., BOMBAY ; 
17 Chittaranjan Ave., CALCUTTA; 
36-A Mount Road, MADRAS. 


Sub-depots | Sous-dépéts | Subdepédsitos : 
Oxford Book and Stationery Co., 
Scindia House, NEW DELHI ; 
Rajkamal Publications, Ltd., 
Himalaya House, Hornby Rd., 
Bombay I. 


INDONESIA / INDONESIE / INDO- 
G.C.T. van Dorp & Co., 
Djalan Nusantara 22, 
Posttrommel 85, DJAKARTA. 


IRAN / IRAN 
Commission nationale iranienne pour 
Unesco, avenue du Musée, TEHERAN. 
IRAQ / IRAK 
McKenzie’s Bookshop, BAGHDAD. 


ISRAEL 
Blumstein’s Bookstores Ltd., 
35 Allenby Road, P.O.B. 5154, 
TEL AVIV. 


ITALY /ITALIE/ ITALIA 
Libreria Commissionaria, 
G. C, Sansoni, 
via Gino Capponi 26, casella postale 
552, FIRENZE. 


JAMAICA / JAMAIQUE / JAMAICA 
Sangster’s Book Room, 
99 Harbour Street, 
KINGSTON ; 
Knox Educational Services, 
SPALDINGS. 


JAPAN / JAPON / JAPON 
Maruzen Co., Inc 
6 Tori-Nichome, “Xihonbasht, 
P.O. Box 605 Tokyo Central, 
TOKYO. 
JORDAN / JORDANIE/ JORDANIA 


Joseph I. Bahous & Co., 
Dar-ul-Kutub, Salt Road, 


P.O. Box 66, 
AMMAN, 
KOREA / COREE/ COREA 
Korean National Commission for 
Unesco, 
Ministry of Education, 
SEOUL. 


LEBANON / LIBAN / LIBANO 
Librairie Universelle, 
avenue des Francais, 
BEYROUTH. 


LIBERIA / LIBERIA / LIBERIA 


J. Momolu Kamara, 
69 Front & Gurley Streets, 
MONROVIA. 








LUXEMBOURG / LUXEMBURGO 
Librairie Paul Bruck, 

33, Grand-Rue. 

MALAYAN FEDERATION and 

SINGAPORE/ FEDERATION MA- 

LAISE et SINGAPOUR / FEDERA- 

CION MALAYA y SINGAPUR 
Peter Chong & Co., 

P.O. Box 135, 
SINGAPORE, 

MALTA / MALTE/ MALTA 
Sapienza’s Library, 
26 Kingsway, 
VALLETTA. 

NETHERLANDS / 

PAISES BAJOS 
N.V. Martinus Nijhoff, 

Lange Voorhout 9, 
Den Haaa. 

NEW ZEALAND / NOUVELLE- 

ZELANDE / NUEVA ZELANDIA 
Unesco Publications Centre, 

100 Hackthorne Road, 
CHRISTCHURCH. 

NIGERIA 
O.M.8. Bookshop, 

P.O. Box 174, 
Lagos, 

NORWAY/NORVEGE NORUEGA 
A. 8. Bokhjornet, 

Stortingsplass 7, 
OsLo. 


PAKISTAN f PAKISTAN 
Ferozsons Ltd. : 
60 The Mall, LAHORE ; 
Bunder Road, KARACHI ; 
35 The Mall, PesHawak. 


PANAMA / PANAMA 
Agencia Internacional de Publica- 
ciones, 
plaza de Arango n® 8, apartado 2052, 
PanamMA, R.P. 


PARAGUAY 
Agencia de Librerias de Salvador 
Nizza, 
calle Pte. Franco, n.° 39-43, 
ASUNCION. 
PERU / PEROU f PERU 
Libreria Mejia Baca, 
Jirén, Azangaro 722, 
LMA. 


PAYS-BAS 


PHILIPPINES f FILIPINAS 
Philippine Education Co., 
1104 Castillejos, Quiapo, 
MANILA. 


PORTUGAL 
PublicagdSes Eurépa-América, Ltda. 
rua das Flores 45, 1.°, 
LISBOA. 


PUERTO RICO/ PORTO RICO/ 
PUERTO RICO 

Pan-American Book Co., 

SAN JUAN 12. 


SPAIN j ESPAGNE/ ESPANA 
Libreria Cientifica Medinaceli, 
Duque de Medinaceli 4, 
MADRID. 


SURINAM 
Radhakishun «& Co., 
Dept.), 
Watermolenstraat 36, 
PARAMARIBO. 


SWEDEN / SUEDE / SUECIA 
A/B C.E. Fritzes Kungl. Hovbok- 
handel, 
Fredsgatan 2, 
STOCKHOLM 16. 
SWITZERLAND/ SUISSE SUIZA 
Europa Verlag, 
R&mistrasse 5, 
ZURICH. 
Librairie Payot, 
40, rue du Marché. 
GENEVE. 


TANGER 
Paul Fekete, 
2, rue Cook. 


THAILAND { THAILANDE / TAI- 
LANDIA 


Ltd. (Book 


Suksapan Panit, 
Mansion 9, Rajdamnern Avenue, 
BANGKOK. 

TUNISIA / TUNISIE / TUNEZ 
Victor Boukhors, 
4, rue Nocard, 
TUNIS. 

TURKEY /TURQUIE/ TURQUIA 
Librairie Hachette, 
469, Istiklal Caddesi, Beyoglu, 
ISTANBUL. 


UNION OF BURMA / UNION pi 

MANE / UNION BIRMANA 
Burma Educational Bookshop, 
551-3 Merchant Street, P.O. Box 224 
RANGOON. 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
UNION SUD-AFRICAINE / UNI() 
SUDAFRICANA 

Van Schaik’s Bookstore, 

Libri Building, 

Church Street, 

P.O. Box 724, 

PRETORIA. 


UNITED KINGDOM ROYATM# 
UNI/ REINO UNIDO 
H.M. Stationery Office, 
P.O. Box 569, 
Lonpon, 8.E.1. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
ETATS-UNIS D’AMERIQUE/ EST, 
DOS TNIDOS DE AMERICA 
Unesco Publications 
Center, National Agency 
for International Publications 
Inc., 500 Fifth Avenue, 
NEW-YORK 36, N.Y. 
Columbia University Press, 
2960 Broadway, 
New York 27, N.Y. 
URUGUAY 
Unesco, Centro de Cooperaciim 
Cientifica para América Latina, 
bulevar Artigas 1320-24 
MONTEVIDEO. 
Oficina de Representacién de Eiito 


riales, 
18 de Julio 1333, 
MONTEVIDEO. 


VENEZUELA 
Libreria Villegas Venezolana, 
avenida Urdaneta, 
esq. Las Ibarras, 
édif. Riera, apatardo 2439, 
CARACAS. 

VIET-NAM { VIRT-NAM / VIETNAY 
Librairie nouvelle Albert Portall 
185-193, rue Catinat, 

B.P. 283, 
SalGon. 

YUGOSLAVIA / YOUGOSLAVIE 

YUGOESLAVIA 
Jugoslovenska Knijiga, 

Terazije 27 / TI, 
BEOGRAD. 





\ companion volume 
to Study Abroad 


The 1956 edition of this annual Unesco handbook is now available. 1 1 
courses, study tours, works camps, youth and student centres, hostels and holidays camps in 57 countries. 


Dans la méme collection: 


camps dans 57 pays. 


In la misma coleccién : 


Vacations Abroad 


T ~ 97 
Vacances 4 |’étranger 
L’édition 1956 de ce répertoire annuel de 1’Unesco est actucllement disponible. Elle contient des précisions sur 
prés de 950 cours, voyages d’études, chantiers internationaux, centres de jeunesse et d’étudiants, auberges ¢ 
Vacaciones en el extranjero 


Acaba de salir a luz este manual que anualmente publica la Unesco. En él se ofrece informacion cobre uno 
50 cursos, viajes de estudio, campos internacionales de trabrajo voluntario, centros juveniles y estudiantiles. 


albergues v campamentos de vacaciones en 57 paises. 


It gives details of nearly 950 summer 


VIII - 1956 


Price: $1; 5/-; 250 frane:. 


VIII - 1956 


Prix : $1 3 5/- 3 250 franes. 


VIII - 1956 


Precio : $ 1 : 5/- ; 250 franco. 








ON Books That Matter 


hop, 
. Box 2 
* GREAT BRITAIN 
CA 
| UNIG Birdwood, Lord. Two Nations and Kashmir. (Robert Hale, 21 sh.) 
Bridges, Yseult. How Charles Bravo Died. (Jarrolds, 2\sh ) 
Carrington, Richard. A Guide to Earth History. (Chatto & Windus, 21s.) 
— Churchill, W.S. A History of the English Speaking Peoples. (Cassell, 30s.) 
Crankshaw, Edward, Gestapo: Instrument of Tyranny. (Putnam, 2\sh.) 
Driberg, Tom, Beaverbrook. A Study in Power & Frustration. 
ERICA (Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 21sh.) 
/ ESI 
- Godden, Rumer. An Episode of Sparrows. (Macmiilan, 13s. 6d ) 
: Gollanez, Victor. From Darkness to Light- A Confession of Faith in the 
= Form of an Anthology. (Gollancz, 15sh.) 
s, Gowers, Sir Ernest. A life for a life ? The Problem of Capital Punishment. 
(Chatto and Windus, 1s. 6d.) 
sal Jarman, T.L. The Rise and Fall of Nazi Germany. (Cresset Press, 25s.) 
00 : 
Latins, Kotelawala, Sir John. An Asian Premier's Story. (Harrap, 15s.) 
» de Balto Robertson, R.B. Of Whales and Men. (Macmillan, 21s.) 
Waugh, alee. Island in the Sun. (Cassell, 16s.) 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
= Brooks, V.W. Hellen Keller: SxetcH For A Portrait (Dutton, $3.00) 
39, Florinsky M.T. Integrated Europe ? (Macmillan, $3.30.) 
eo Jack, H.A. The Gandhi Reader. (Indiana Univ. Presr, $7.50) 
Kin, Davii. Dictiosaary of American Maxims. (Philosophical Lib., $7.50) 
SLAVIE Mello, A.deS Man, his life, his education, his happiness. 
(Philoscphical Lib , $6.00) 
Memoirs of Herry S. Truman: Vol. 2. Years of Trial & Hope. (1946-1952) 
(Donbleday, $5.00) 
omni Young, Roland. Congressional Politics in the 2nd World War. 
(Columbia Univ. Press, $4.50). 
ao INDIA 
—, Ganguii, B. N. India’s Economic Relations with the Far Eastern and 
50 francs. Pacific Countries in the Present Century. 
(Orient Longmans, Rs. 9/8/-} 
Saati Menon, U. P. The Story of the Integration of the {ndian Siates. 
cisions st (Orient Longmans, Rs. 25)-) 
uberges ¢ 
250) francs. Pyarelal. Mahatma Gandhi: The Last Phase. Vol. 1. (Navajixan, Rs. 20;-) 
“TLL - 1956 Speeches of Maulana Azad. 1947-1955. (Publications Division, Rs. 6/8/-) 
or tile] S2VBR ABBR IRVBR FAV BR TAVIR POVBR TEV BR "EVIE IVER IMIR TEV TE TEVIRTONVER MEN DE TOV TR 
ery Printed by Sant Ram Bhatia, at Kapur Art Press, Adda Hoshiarpar, 
Jullundur City and published by him from 233, MODEL TOWN, 
Jullundur City (tNDIa) Editor : Sant Ram Bhatia. 
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For Reading Today - For Reference Tomorrow : 


Books of Lasting Value 


THIS WORLD OF OURS 


Abram Glaser ..... sf 
POSTULATES AND IMPLICATIONS » 

Ray H. Dottever ........ 02. sas weese 37.50 
MAN HIS LIFE, HIS ARATE, ‘HIS HAPPINESS 

A.da Silva Mello... .. papal eee 36,00) 
THINKING ABOUT THINKING ; 

Merl R. Wolford S eigen oesucinan aan 
AMERICAN LITERATURE ‘AND THE ‘DREAM 7 

Fredzric I. Carpenter . . ve satinebqutade tae 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF EPIC TETUS - 

Pk, consinensscseeremuness Seen 


THE KANTIAN THING-IN-ITSELF OR - 
THE CREATIVE — 
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Oscar W Miller... al iia 
MORAL PRINCIPLES IN THE BIBLE» : 
Ren Kimpel ... seccccecces 94.90 ¢ 
THE FRENCH FAUST HENRI ‘de SAINT- SIMON % 
SN MII «nad 1c. sempehsbnasenenbbontiadnsspndee tascestinneunion $3.75 x 
YOGA DICTIONARY 
I a 2 ana aise hcoeedsenenenin $3.75 
DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN MAXIMS - 
I I oe a nag kcaia da nmaent een $7.50 
CONFUCIUS, HIS LIFE AND TIME | oe % 
se Liv Wu- Chi a ac saldle died aa eet ARORCERTOAaOKS $3.75 3 
* DICTIONARY OF MAGIC % 
I i nine $3.00 
DICTIONARY OF ARTS AND CRAFTS 
CN SE EE Te $6,00 
CONCISE DICTIONARY OF ANCIENT HISTORY 
x Re Se ee Pee err renee eee ee Te $6.00 4 
z CONCISE DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN LITERATURE . 
» I oe sens ue Bemeeneensnannes $5 OO x 
PHILOSOPHIC HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION 
I i TT in cncerinthiciad. ~ means abbinpsvonsesdanteuanetebiense 4 $4.76 
INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY 
SESE LLL ALLL EET T ROTO, 
Ps EXPRESSION OF THE EMOTIONS IN MAN % 
4 AND ANIMALS : 
x I Na st ee cuacaguasnedudnaseneeeaninetonl $6.00 a 
WHAT IS CREATIVE THINKING ? 
A sc ceidnmneniiawsenennianaes $3.00 
TALKS WITH GREAT COMPOSERS 
OSS BS SEER ree: 
% THE DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PERSON ; 
OO _) NELLIE LLL TET $3.00 # 
SECURITY FOR ALL AND FREE ENTERPRISE 
PE Ge SPINE sientenerkcavanencnseeiisentrcesssavisusnscsseosdepinescins $3.00 
: PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY, Publishers 
: ios . , 
* 15 East 40th Street —_ NEW YORK 16, N,¥. 5 
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A Short Critical Study of the Subject Headings used in the 
5th (1948) Edition of the Dictionary Catalogue of the Library 


of Congress, by S.N. Chakarabarti.. 106 
Academic Libraries should be creative through organised 
publicity, by Bimal Kumar Datta.. : 115 
Apte,G.D, The Story of ‘Book’.. 144 
Asafiyah State Library .. 27 
Aslib annual conference... 168 
Australian Universities Libraries, by Bimal Kumar Datta... 49 
Banerji, B.N. (Obituary)... 46 
Basu, M. Preservation of Books... 17 
Bengal Library Association... 2) 
Bibliographic Classification... 24 
Biblioteca Infantil, by S.M. Koffler... 76 
Birla Central Library, by V.P. Varma... 14 
Bliss Classification... 25 
Book publishing... 168 
— Selection Guide... 37-39, 83-85, 129-130, 171-172 
—. Week in Britain... 129 
Books as an instrument of human advancement... 164 
— in Britain... * $2 
— in search of Young India... 125 
— without chains by F.L. Kent... 52 
Brij Bhushan... 22 
British Book Design... : 125 
British Council, Bombay... 67,168 
British Council Library in Bombay... . 80 
Budapest Library... 168 
Chakarabarti, S.N. A Short Study of the Subject Headings... 106 
= — Critical review of the Standard (15th) Edition of 
— — the Decimal Classification.. 5 
— — Impressions:-... 33 
Chari, R.K. College libraries and their problems... 60 
Children’s House of Books... 169 
Clift, D.H. Message ... 123 
College libraries and their problems, by R.K. Chari... 60 
Conference on Islamic Culture... ‘$1 
Constitution of India... 22 
Coomaraswami. C. Message.... 123 
Coronation Medal... 82 
Critical review of the Standard ( 15th Edition of the Decimal 
Classification, by S.N. Chakrabarti.. 5 
Current and Quotable... 36 
Dass Gupta, S.. 27 
Datta, B.K. Academic libraries should be creative through 
organised publicity... 115 
— — Australian Universities Libraries.. 49 
Delhi Library Association.. 80,118 


Delhi Public Library... 
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Freedom Movement in India... 
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Ghosh, G.B. Scientific and Technical libraries in India... 


Hindi - Russian Dictionary... 

Impressions... 
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International Library Committee... 
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BOOKS IN REVIEW 


The Ring of the Dove. By Ibn Hazam (994-1064) - A treatise 
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